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FADE | N:
I NT. SENATE HEARI NG ROOM - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

Blinding in their white uniforns, naval flag officers sit
in the audi ence, showi ng their support for THEODORE HAYES,
a 50-year-old civilian. This is his confirnation hearing.
Readi ng from prepared nateri al

HAYES

| ast few years have brought
many advances in the interests of
wormren in naval service, particularly
in the | and-based maritine
specialties. Wat's nore, the
Navy has instituted speci al
sensitivity courses wwth an eye on --

DEHAVEN
Whoa, whoa, whoa. "Land-based
maritine specialties.” Gme a
second here to de-euphem ze that. ..

At the center of a dais, LILLI AN DEHAVEN | eans back to

ponder the ceiling of the hearing room Her plaque card
reads " CHAI RPERSON -- SENATE ARMS COW TTEE. " DeHaven is
a tough-hided old Southern belle, Scarlett O Hara at 60.

I n her arsenal she carries conversational hand-grenades --
and she's apt to pull a pin at the slightest whim

DEHAVEN
Wul d that be anything like
"typing"? "Restocking the
cupboards"? That sort of thing,
M. Hayes?

CHUCKLES from the packed gallery. The flag officers go
stone-faced. Hayes forces a smle.

HAYES
Hardly the case, Senator

DEHAVEN
Vell, I"'mjust an old danme w t hout
much tine left, so you'll pardon
me if | junp right in here before

t hey di scontinue ny bl ood-type. |
am deeply concerned over the Navy's
seenm ngly incontrovertible attitude
toward wonen in the military.

Case in point...
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On cue, aides begin distributing reports to other nmenbers
of the dais. Hayes gets a copy, too. And it jars him

DEHAVEN
"The Lark Report."
HAYES
Madam Senator... this is an internal
docunent of the U S. Navy. | nust
seriously question whether --
DEHAVEN
(to others on

panel )

The Navy's concl usi on regarding
the crash of an F-14 aboard an
aircraft carrier. Fenale aviator,
it just so happens.

(to Hayes)
You're famliar with this report
and its conclusion, am| right?

HAYES
| was one nenber of the
I nvestigati ng comm ssi on.

DEHAVEN
Yes, | see your signature right
here -- twice the size of everyone

el se's. And your concl usion was
"pilot error,” hmmt

HAYES
I"mreally not prepared for any
ki nd of in-depth review of --

DEHAVEN
I"d like to think our next Secretary
of the Navy woul d be prepared for
anyt hing, M. Hayes.

A hunorless smle. She's roasting his nuts over an open
fire, and everyone knows it.

HAYES
The conm ssion concl uded that the
aviator in question failed to
execute a proper approach to the

carrier.

DEHAVEN
That aside for the nonent, |'m
struck by the tenor, the ill-spirit

( MORE)
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DEHAVEN ( CONT' D)
of your report... the degrading
remar ks by ot her aviators...
i nnuendo about her performance in
unrel ated situations... even a
reference to her sexual activity
t he weekend prior.

(cl osing report)

In nmy seven years on this committee,
' ve never seen a downed avi at or
treated like this. Never. [|I'm
deeply disturbed by this report,
M. Hayes. Not just what it bodes
for wonen in the mlitary -- but
for your own confirmation as well.

I NT. CORRIDOR - CAPITOL BLDG - DAY

Headi ng for her office, DeHaven is escorted by a snall
PRESS RETI NUE

DEHAVEN
a full 35 percent of all jobs
inthe US mlitary are still, to
this day, off-limts to wonen.
And that's sinply gotta change.
PRESS #1
What about those who say wonen
aren't suited for all jobs? That
t hey' re physically weaker... they

have | ess stamnm na. ..

DEHAVEN
Sure. And we're gonna hog the
bat hroom t oo.

DEHAVEN S Al DE catches up, pulls her aside.

DEHAVEN S Al DE
Wit e House boys want a private
neet i ng.

DEHAVEN
["11 act surprised.

| NT. DEHAVEN S OFFI CE - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

Shoes dunped on her desk, DeHaven changes out knee-hi gh
st ocki ngs whil e devoting one ear to...
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VWH TE HOUSE #1
... to reassure you that he has
every faith in the ability of M.
Hayes to guide the Navy into the
next century. The task, as the
Admi ni stration sees it, is to
acknow edge changing realities
w t hout |osing traditional val ues.

A beat. DeHaven | ooks between the two WHI TE HOUSE boys - -
#1 young and eager, #2 ol der and cagier.

DEHAVEN
"Zat it? Ten mnutes, nothin' on
t he tabl e? Sweetcakes, you best
go back to the President and tell
himto open up the phone book and
start lookin'" for his next nom nee.

White House #1 | ooks spanked. Taking over, #2 pops a
briefcase. An inch-think report appears before DeHaven.

VH TE HOUSE #2
Adm ni stration's plan for 100
percent integration. |If fenale
candi dates nmeasure up in a series
of test cases, the President wll
support full integration within
three years' tine.

Surprised -- naybe even startled -- DeHaven flips through
t he report, absorbing by osnosis.

VH TE HOUSE #2
It's your gender-blind Navy,
Senator. Surely you're not going
to bal k now.

DEHAVEN
Well, it's just that askin' you
all to integrate the Navy is |ike
sending a nan to do a woman's | ob.
(a beat)
How do you propose to handl e the
Conbat Exclusion Laws?

VWH TE HOUSE #2
Keep narrowi ng the definitions.
Keep redefining.

VWH TE HOUSE #1
We got around it in Saudi Arabia.
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DEHAVEN
By calling wonen "Honorary Men."
| ngeni ous.

VH TE HOUSE #2
C non, Senator, President's pitchin’
ri ght down the center of your plate.
I f wonen nmeasure up to nen, they've
got the job. You going to take a
swing? O step out of the box?

DeHaven riffles the edges of the report, thinking it over.
Thi nki ng |ight years ahead.

EXT. CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

Buttoni ng up topcoats, the Wite House boys nove down
marbl e steps to reach a pair of |inpbusines. Hayes and
two FLAG OFFI CERS wai t .

HAYES
Vel | ?

VWH TE HOUSE #2
(shaki ng hand)
Congratul ati ons, M. Secretary.

I NT. HAYES' LIMOUSI NE - DAY
| NSI DE THE MOVI NG CAR
HAYES
So she picks the wonen, we pick
the prograns. Seal s?

FLAG OFFI CER #1
I"d go Speci al Reconnai ssance.

Every bit as tough -- and we have
a 60 percent drop-out rate anong
t he men.

HAYES

Then | suggest we start there.

FLAG OFFI CER #1
Doesn't matter who she picks. No
woman is going to | ast one week in
a conmando training course. And
don't care who it is.
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EXT. POTOVAC Rl VER - WASHI NGTON D. C. - DAY

W nterscape: Dotted with ice floes, the Potonac wends

t hrough the capitol city, banks iridescent with snow,
norning water calm There's an al nbst hall owed beauty to
it all. Soon we pick out..

A spot of day-glo. Com ng out of the nouth of norning.
Overtaking the fl oes.

CLOSER on JORDAN O NEI L. She pushes her flat-water kayak
downriver, paddling hard and cl ean, maki ng good ti ne.
diding through the graceful arches of the Arlington

bri dge, she passes..

Cars overhead. Gid-1ocked by snow conditions.

I n seconds Jordan paddl es clear, leaving the traffic behind
as she heads toward the WAshi ngt on Monunent.

Sonet hing BURRS froma |ife-vest pocket. She rips through
velcro to free a cell phone.

JORDAN
Li eut enant O Nei l

ROYCE (V. Q)
CGotta situation here. \Were are
you? Stuck in traffic?

JORDAN
(checki ng dive
wat ch)
Not due in for 22 mnutes, sir.
Wat cha got ?

I NT. SITUATION ROOM - N.1.C - DAY

ROYCE
Al right, stand by, we're going
to switch over to COVBAT. ..

A TACTI CAL OFFICER reroutes the call via defense satellite,
cryptography flashing on termnals. Lieutenant Commander
ROBERT ROYCE joins other Intel officers at a conference
table. They're pouring over weather charts, navigation

| ogs, high-altitude NRO vi deo.

TACTI CAL OFFI CER
Voi ce- syst em now secure. ..
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ROYCE

(i nto speaker)
Ckay, fresh stuff: Lost a NATO
pl ane over the Sea of Japan. ELB
sighals | eads us to believe the
pilot is alive and has nade his
way to the North Korean shore,
near a fishing village, "Tanmyung."

JORDAN (V. Q)
Do we know it's himusing the
beacon? Not a decoy?

ROYCE
Signal s received only sparingly,
in such a pattern that | eads us to
conclude it is a downed avi at or
trying to conserve his batteries.

JORDAN (V. Q)
Chances of recovery?

ROYCE
You're the anal yst for East China,
O Neil. Analyze.

EXT. POTOVAC Rl VER - WASHI NGTON D. C. - DAY

Ri ding the current, Jordan blows a troubl ed sigh as she
accesses the file of her brain. Drifting past the
Jefferson Menori al

JORDAN
Nort h Korean beaches are the best
protect ed, nost heavily nonitored
in the world. The civilian
popul ation is so propagandi zed
that it acts as an Early Warning
system Extraction team has to be
small and silent -- I'd go with
Seal s over Delta Force. Problem
is, don't want to hold a
conventional sub off-shore for
target practice. Wlere's The Pol k?

| NTERCUTTI NG
ROYCE
Hal fway 'round the world. So that's
t he problem-- we can get the team

in, just not out.
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(an
Unl ess you

JORDAN
i nspi red beat)
Whi skey Run.

ROYCE

Bl ank faces here, O Neil

JORDAN

Qui ck-hit techni que used by Capone.
Ri gged a getaway car with running
boards and handles. All his guys
had to do was junp on and take a
ride. Check the files -- DPRK-57 --

| doped it

out as a contingency

pl an: Seal Teaminfiltrates, picks
up the package, links up with
recovery sub. But don't waste

time openi

ng and cl osi ng hat ches.

They just grab the periscope and
hang on for neutral waters.

A dubi ous beat.

You expect

ROYCE
the extraction teamto

ride the sub bare-back? |Is that
correct, ONeil?

Only four

JORDAN
m nutes to neutral waters,

sir. Wiy not?

Silence on the radi
privately. During,

of the Potonac and the Anacostia rivers. On the far bank

lies...

Naval |Intel Center
ant ennae.

0. They're discussing her scenario
Jordan's kayak reaches the junction

(N.1.C), bristling with comruni cati on

Jordan stares at the conplex, waiting for a response.

Al'l right,

ROYCE
sendi ng t he

reconmendati on across the river

Royce out.

The phone goes dead.

JORDAN

No, thank you, sir.
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EXT. SECURITY STATION - N 1.C - DAY

Bundl ed in topcoat and scarves, mlitary and civilian

enpl oyees transit a security station on their way inside.
Presently Jordan appears -- wearing a wetsuit and bal anci ng
a col | apsed kayak on her head. She flashes a phot o- badge
and doubl e-tines inside.

INT. CORRIDOR - N.|.C - DAY

Jordan exits a | ocker room Snoot hi ng out her Khaki
uni form she heads down a broad corridor with cipher-1|ock
doors. Falling in step:

ROYCE
That was good headwork, |ieutenant.

JORDAN
Thank you, sir. W hear back from
t he Pent agon?

ROYCE
(scoffing)
Probably hear back from CNN first.

JORDAN
Hate this part. Just sweating it
out on the sidelines.

ROYCE
Intel has its own glory, |ieutenant --
no matter how subtle.

Now t hey reach. .
I NT. BULLPEN - N.I.C - DAY

A circular chanber. Domnating the ground floor is the
bul | pen, a hive of cubicles an conputer stations. On the
second fl oor are executive offices, ringing the bull pen.

ROYCE
By the way, |I'll need that option
paper by 11-hundred today so | can
review it with Adm ral Hanover
And do we have any of that breakfast
tea around here?

JORDAN
(with a | ook)
Is this ny glory, sir?

On the upper wal kway, a frazzled N |1.C SECRETARY appears.
She spots Royce and Jordan bel ow.
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N. I . C. SECRETARY
Excuse ne, but | have Senat or
DeHaven on the line for you.

ROYCE
Jesus God, what now?

He bounds up the stairs toward his office.

N.|1.C SECRETARY
l"msorry, sir no -- she asked to
speak with Lieutenant O Neil

Royce turns back and gives Jordan a hall-of-fanme | ook
"Ch, really?"

I NT. DEHAVEN S OFFI CE - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

DEHAVEN
(i nto phone)
So everyone | talk to says you're
top drawer with sil k stockings
i nsi de.

JORDAN (V. Q)
Thank you, nma'am Um nmay | ask
what this is regarding?

DEHAVEN

(reading file)
H gh-school pentathlete... ROIC
schol arshi p, graduated with
honors... top marks in Basic
Training... and, as it just so
happens, a constituent of ny hone
state of Virginia. Onh, the things
"Il do for one extra vote.

I NT. BULLPEN - N.1.C. - DAY

On the phone, Jordan gl ances around. Co-workers rmull
w thin earshot. Those out of earshot post E-nmil nenos

on Jordan's conputer: "Mouving up inlife.” "I want a
full report.” "Don't tell her who you really voted for."
DEHAVEN
Li eutenant O Neil, | am prepared

to nom nate you for the Navy's
Speci al Reconnai ssance program
Shoul d you accept, you'll ship out
to Coronado next week and join in
the big testosterone festival.

( MORE)
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DEHAVEN ( CONT' D)
Conpl ete the course, and you'l
have a fast ticket to any assi gnnent
you want. That's ny personal
prom se to you

A beat as Jordan's mnd catches up to her ears.
| NTERRCUTTI NG t he two:

JORDAN
" Cor onado. "

DEHAVEN
California.

JORDAN
| know that, sir. Ma'am |It's
just that... Beggin' your pardon
Senator, but... do you understand
that this involves conbat training?

DEHAVEN
This is just a test case, O Neil
But if it works out -- if you work
out -- it could well change the
Navy's official policy on wonen in
conmbat. O, actually, its official
non-policy. Now who's your
i mmedi at e superior there?

JORDAN

Captain Dwyer. Technically.
DEHAVEN

My office will fill himin and

hel p expedite. Look forward to
neeting you at the proper tine.
Junpi ng of f now. ..

JORDAN
Uh, question, ma' am
DEHAVEN
Yes, dear.
JORDAN
Wuld | be the only one? The only
woman?
DEHAVEN
There'll be nore to follow -- but

yes, dear, right now you're the
pick of a very large litter
( MORE)
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DEHAVEN ( CONT' D)
And your success would nmean a | ot.
Junpi ng, now. .
The |ine goes dead. Jordan hangs up catatonically.

JORDAN
Wel |, shit-a-doodl e-do. .

EXT. GUNKHOLE HARBOR - POTOVAC - NI GHT

A smal | gunkhol e harbor up the Potomac. Snow falls thick
and silent on overturned canoes, stored for the w nter.
Beyond stands a cl apboard rental house.

I NT. JORDAN S HOUSE - NI GHT

It's not so nmuch furni shed as equi pped -- scuba gear and
wetsuits in the nud room |ife vests on coat racks, a
trai ni ng bag and boxi ng gl oves hanging in the living room
In the kitchen we find..

A naked man. He's steeping tea.

JORDAN (0. S.)

... well, | survived Basic Training
and three brothers -- so | know
how to fight. What scares ne are

t he sexual politics. | don't want

to be turned into sone poster girl
for wonen's rights.

CAMERA FOLLOWS as the naked man carries a stean ng nug
t hrough t he house. ..

I NT. BATHROOM - JORDAN S HOUSE - NI GHT

and sets it down beside Jordan, |anguishing in a tub.

Snow builds on a window sill. Facing Jordan, the nan
slides into the tub
ROYCE
So why're you even considering it?
Are you?
JORDAN
Just like you woul d be.
ROYCE
Spec- Recon. Those guys are worl d-
class warriors. And they will not

want you there, Jordan
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JORDAN
| take it you don't either. Feet.

Dutifully, Royce nassages her feet.

ROYCE
Well, you're doin' shit-hot at
Intel.

JORDAN
Royce. W're the sane age, we
started the sanme tine -- and now
you're sitting in the upperdecks
while "'mstill down in the bull pen.
What does that tell you about the
Navy?

ROYCE

(shaki ng head)
She' s haze grey and underway. . .

JORDAN
You need operational duty to really
advance. .. you need conbat training
to go operational... yet conbat
training is off-limts to people
wthtits. |'mtopped out at Intel
Forget the glass ceiling -- |I'm
beating ny head on a big brass
ceiling.

ROYCE
So dunp on ne.

JORDAN
This has nothing to do with you.

ROYCE
(getting out)
Well, guess | don't even need to
be here...

JORDAN
Get your dick back here. It has
everything to do with you.

ROYCE
You' re such a ball -breaker
sonetimes. Especially at night.

JORDAN
Sorry. But after our days...
( MORE)
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JORDAN ( CONT' D)
(a thoughtful sip)

Soif I try this thing... if |
ship out to Coronado... what happens
her e?
ROYCE
"1l try to keep the door open
If you wash out, | make it so that --
JORDAN

Wai ', wait. What happens if it
wor ks? Four nonths of training,
t hree years of operational duty.

What t hen?
ROYCE
(bl owi ng a sigh)
| don't feel like doing an option

paper on the rest of ny life,
Jordan. Maybe we should just |et
it happen.

JORDAN
Wi ch is guy-speak for...

ROYCE
(concedi nQ)
Sounded | ane as soon as it cane
out of my nouth. But I'mtrying
to be honest, okay? Three years
is along tine. Don't ask nme to

predict how I'll feel then, Jordan,
because | don't know. And either
do you.

JORDAN
You know, right up until you said
that -- | thought | did know.

Wunded, she gets out.

ROYCE
Jordan. ..

JORDAN
Thank you, Royce. It was shaping
up li ke such a tough call -- and

t hen you go and neke it so goddamn
easy. Really, thank you so rnuch

She punches into a robe and | eaves. Royce considers
drowning hinmself in the tub.
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EXT. CORONADO BRI DGE - SAN DI EGO - DAY

Jordan drives a top-down Mistang across the sweepi ng
Coronado Bridge, cityscape behind her, naval base ahead.

A flock of pelicans pace Jordan al ongsi de the bridge.
Suddenly two NAVY HELOS BLAST overhead, scattering the
pel i cans.

EXT. THE GRI NDER - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

On base, Jordan carries a gunnysack across an asphalt
courtyard. The is "the grinder,"” rem niscent of a
gladiator's arena. She notices at one end...

A silver ship's bell. Hung prom nently.
| NT. ADM NI STRATI ON - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

JORDAN
Excuse ne, |ieutenant. | was told
this is where | check in.

A DUTY OFFI CER | ooks up to find Jordan across a counter

In no particular hurry, the duty officer nmakes his way
over to check Jordan's orders.

DUTY OFFI CER
(1 ooki ng up)
So you're the one.

Heari ng, other workers | ook up. Anbng themis a fenale
ensi gn, KATHY BLONDELL -- no makeup, no nail polish, no
concession to her sex. Throughout, she'll watch Jordan
wth nore than passing interest.

JORDAN
Still don't have ny bearings yet.
Direct ne to the officer's quarters?

The duty officer stanps her paperwork, returns it with
room assi gnnent and keys.

DUTY OFFI CER
You'll proceed directly to the
infirmary for eye tests, blood
tests, urinalysis, pregnancy test.
Uni formissue adjacent. Then you're
to report to the Base Commander.
He'd like a word with you.

JORDAN
Fine. And the officer's quarters?
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DUTY OFFI CER
C.O's office can supply you with
directions. Enjoy your visit,
| i eut enant .

It's a nasty little barb -- one that Jordan decides to
let slide. Jordan turns for the door. Blondell catches
up with a base map

BLONDEL L
B.O Q, south side. Take a
starboard tack out the door.

JORDAN
Thank you, ensign.

BLONDELL
No problem 1ieutenant.

INT. C O'S OFFI CE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

A sof t KNOCKI NG

C. O
Cone.

A YEOVAN opens the door. Behind himis Jordan.

YEOVAN
Lieutenant j.g. O Neil reporting,
sir.

For a beat, COMMANDI NG OFFI CER (C. O ) TURRENTI NE t akes
stock of the female in his doorway, sizing her up like a
fighter across the ring. Then he stubs out a perfectly
good cigar, rises with an am able face, and touches the

back of a chair -- stopping just short of pulling it out
for her.
C. O
Yes, of course. Please, have a
seat, lieutenant...
JORDAN
Thank you, sir.
C. O
Wul d you care for a beverage?
Tea?
JORDAN

I'mfine, sir.
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C O
So. W're still comng to terns
with the exact protocol for this --
for integrating the Spec-Recon
training. It nmay not al ways be
snmoot h, but we're trying to make
it as painless as possible for

you.
JORDAN
Thank you, sir. But | expect a
certain amount of pain.
More stock-taking. 1Is he |ooking at her hair?
JORDAN

Bar ber was ny next stop, sir.
Wul d' ve had it regul ati on sooner,

only --
C O
Don't worry about it. If it's off
your collar and out of your eyes,
that's all |I'mgoing to ask.
JORDAN
Really, | have no problemwth --
C O

"M NOT QUT TO CHANGE YOUR SEX,

LI EUTENANT. YOU LL HAVE SEPARATE
BEDS, SEPARATE HEADS. | F YOU HAVE
SPECI FI C MEDI CAL NEEDS, | NFORM THE
I NFI RMARY. | F A CLASSVATE OR
SUPERI CR ACTS | N AN HARASSI NG OR
OTHERW SE UNBECOM NG MANNER, PLEASE
| NFORM ME | MVEDI ATELY SO | CAN

DEAL WTH I T | MVEDI ATELY.

QUESTI ONS?
JORDAN
None at this time, sir.
C. O
Then that's all | have to say.
Di sm ssed.
Anot her smi| e, another phantom gesture on the back of her
chair. If Jordan was expecting a fight, the bell never
sounded. She rises, salutes -- then turns back at the

door.
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JORDAN
Sir, I just want you to know.. .
I'"'mnot here to nake a statenent.
| don't want to nmake nen | ook
foolish. Al | care about is
conpl eting the training and getting
oper ati onal experience -- just
i ke everyone el se, | suspect.

C. O
If you were |i ke everyone el se,
| i eutenant, | suspect we woul dn't
be maki ng statenents about not
maki ng statenents, would we?

(a beat)
Take your | eave.

EXT. B.O Q - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

The Spec- Recon TRAINEES | oiter outside their open roons,
punpi ng wei ghts, hosing down dive gear, trading Wal knan
tapes. This is the last day of liberty they' Il have for
a long tinme.

M LLER
What am | scannin' here?

O her eyes quickly lock in on...

Jordan. Across a grass courtyard, she wal ks the ground
floor of an identical building, trying to natch key nunber
to room nunber. Every door is open, every room enpty.
Soon she feels the presence of..

The nen. They're disgorging fromtheir roons -- ten,
twenty, thirty of them-- all buffed and cut. These guys
are what Hitler saw in his dreans.

Jordan picks up her pace. Were the hell is her roonf

On all three levels of their building, the men shadow
Jordan en nasse. Not hooting. Not leering. Just

assessi ng.

Jordan finds her roomat the far corner of the buil ding:

She's got the entire floor to herself. Wth a |last |ook
over her shoul der, Jordan vani shes i nsi de.
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EXT. THE GRI NDER - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

C O
Speci al Reconnai ssance. Here you
wll be trained to infiltrate
hostile territory... to be the

real- tinme eyes on the ground...
to recover assigned targets and,
if need be, to fight your way out
under adverse conditions.

CAMERA SURVEYS faces of the trainees: M LLER, MCCOQL,
SLUTNI K, CORTEZ, FLEA, STAMM ENGLAND, NEWBERRY, W CKW RE.

We'll get to know themlater. Dressed in Navy greens,
they stand in formation -- ten rows, ten deep, helnets in
hand. Pacing before them
C O
That is all that will be said about

t he special nature of this class --
by us or by you. Many of you have
waited years for adm ssion to this
program Qpportunities like this
are rare -- and those who seize
upon themare rarer still.

He approaches Jordan. W can tell what she's thinking.
"Just keep noving. Don't single ne out."

C O
QG her than that, there is little
to be said but "Good | uck,
gentl eman. "
(correcting)
"Gent | epersons.”

Jordan flinches.

C O
Now | turn you over to the chief
training officer. He has earned

si X naval commrendati ons, the purple
heart, and the Navy Cross for
heroi sm and valor. | give you
Mast er Chi ef John James Urgayl e.

Taki ng over, THE CHI EF stands before the class a nonent,
sizing themup while giving them-- get an eyel oad of
him too: H's body is 30 years old, his face 40, his
eyes 50.

An agel ess warrior. Sonewhere, the blood of U ysses runs
in this guy's veins.
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The Chief lifts a bullhorn to deliver his opening salvo --
and it's anything but the kick-ass rant the class is
expecting:

THE CHI EF
The sun and noon... the ebb and
flow of the Pacific tides... globa
warmng... the very angle of the
Earth upon its axis... these are
just sone of the things | control
in my world.

Trai nees swap private | ooks.

MCCOOL
We're fucked.

SLUTNI K
Darth Vader reads poetry...

MCCOOL
We are so fucked.

EXT. BEACH - CORONADO NAVAL STATI ON - DAY

START on boots, crashing through shallow surf, spraying
water. W assune this is a routine beach run -- unti
VIEWRI SES to reveal ..

Tel ephone poles on their shoulder. W rking in groups of
10, trainees | abor under 300-pound poles. Jordan, siXx

i nches shorter than nost, |ooks like Atlas carrying the
wei ght of the world. But she's doing it.

| NSTRUCTOR
Count down... one, two... count
down... three, four...

CLASS CADENCE
One, two, three, four... One, two,
three, four...

An anbul ance shadows the cl ass. Perched on the front
bunper |i ke an hood-ornanent, the Chief keeps working his
bul | hor n:

THE CHI EF
You may think that you are the
bri ghtest, the best, the strongest.
| assure you, that is a total
del usion on your part. It is ny
job to show you just how weak human
bei ngs can truly be.

( MORE)
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THE CHI EF ( CONT' D)
60 percent of you will not finish
t his course. How do | know?
Because that is an historical fact.

It's also intimdating shit.

THE CHI EF
Pol es down.

The earth literally shakes as the phone poles hit the
danp sand. Approaching on foot, the Chief |oads fresh
batteries into his bullhorn. He does it like a man

t hunbi ng rounds into a shot gun.

THE CHI EF
Now for the bad new. | always
like to get one quitter on the
first day. And until | do, the
first day does not end. So | ook
around right now -- go on, do it.

I wonder who it's gonna be..

He passes right by Jordan, never neeting her eyes.
| NSTRUCTOR PYRO steps up. He's the Chief's bull dog.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
Down to BVDs!

The guys strip down to boxers. Jordan settles for boxers
and jog bra.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
Now face the Pacific... link arns. ..
and take a stroll!

The cl ass wades i n. The first wave takes Jordan's breath
away: It's February, and the water is cold. Wen they
move out of instructors' earshot:

STAMM
What is it with the damm phone
pol es? W sign up for Spec-Recon
or GIE?

W CKW RE
Just trying to thin the herd.
That's all they want to do right
NOWw.

Sone of the guys are glancing Jordan's way, cashing in on
a cheap wet T-shirt contest. Jordan covers herself
instinctively -- and hates the instinct. Mdesty isn't
going to get her through this.
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SLUTNI K
Man. Doesn't she know it's rude
to point?

NEWBERRY

Ww. You see that girl?

W CKW RE
| got eyes, Newberry.

SLUTNI K
One night. Just one night in ny
room she'd forget all about playin'
commando.

ENGLAND
Tone that shit down, Sl utniKk. You
heard with they said.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
CQut of the water!

The cl ass breaks for the beach.

THE CHI EF
Now make |i ke sugar cooki es and
roll in the sand for ne.
The trainees hit their bellies and roll. 1ndeed, they
| ook |i ke sugar cooki es.
THE CHI EF
Col | ect those poles, gentlenen.
Still a lotta beachfront you haven't

seen. ..

G oaning, the trainees grab poles. Jordan's pole, wet
slips fromtheir collective grasp..

And bangs Stamm s ankle. He HOALS through his teeth.

ENGLAND
How bad? Stammf

JORDAN
We better get a nedic over --

STAW
No, goddammit. No.

| NSTRUCTOR
Up! Up! Up! Up!
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Stamm swal | ows the pain. Poles go back on shoul ders.
Looking li ke drunk centi pedes, the class staggers off
down t he beach

EXT. MJD PIT - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Wallowi ng in nmud, the class does belly-busters, atonc
Sit-ups -- and the sadistic reverse push-up, where trainees
lie of their backs, place hands under shoul der bl ades and
push their crotches skyward.

THE CHI EF

Pain is your friend. You ally.

It will keep you awake in tines of
enmergency... it will tell you when
you are seriously injured... it

w |l keep you angry and rem nd you
to finish the job and get the hell
honme. But you know the best thing
about pain?

CLASS
No, sir!

THE CHI EF
It lets you know that you aren't
dead yet.

I nstructors roam RASPI NG ORDERS, kicking students into
proper position. Jordan struggles with the reverses.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
Go regulation if you can't do the
reverses, O Neil

She | ooks around. A lot of the guys are having trouble
wth the reverses, not just her.

JORDAN
Thank you, sir. But | like these
just fine.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
Not doin' themvery fine, O Neil

JORDAN
"1l try anyway, sir.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
You'll try what we tell you to
try, ONeil. Go regulation

She switches to standard push-ups, her face di sappearing
into the ooze with every downstroke.
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Soon the Chief's boots slosh into FRAME. He's still
| ooking for his hunman sacrifice.

THE CHI EF
Who's it gonna be. | just wonder,
who is it gonna be...

EXT. BEACH - CORONADO NAVAL STATI ON - SUNSET

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS
On your belly... on your back..
on your feet... on your belly...
on your back... on your feet...

Whistle-drills. Silhouetted against a |owering sun, the
students flop around |i ke docked fi sh.

I NT. ADM NI STRATI ON - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - N GHT

Bl ondel | is ending her shift. She shoulders a purse and
pauses at a w ndow, seeing...

The trainees shuffling into formation |like the |iving
dead. Jordan is still anong them

EXT. THE GRI NDER - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - N GHT
THE CHI EF

You have noticed a ship's bell
hangi ng at the west side of this

courtyard. If, at any tine, you
feel you cannot continue with your
training -- that bell is your

sal vati on. Strike it three tines,
and the ordeal is over.

Nervous eyes flick to the bell.

THE CHI EF
Yes, it is along walk. So |'Il
nmake it as easy as | can.

He turns his back to the cl ass.

THE CHI EF
Now you don't have to watch ne
wat chi ng you break rank. Because
| know soneone here wants to do
it.

CAMERA SEARCHES their faces. There isn't one trainee
here who hasn't thought about it. [Including Jordan
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THE CHI EF

Now | know what you're thinking..
SLUTNI K

(I'ow

I"mthinkin we could junmp him

ri ght now. ..
THE CHI EF

"Can | really take 15 weeks of

t hi s buboni c asshol e?" |f you

don't know the answer to that
question, the answer is "No, you
cannot." And that is another
historical fact. So do it. Admt
you don't have what it takes...
admt you are out of your depth --
or we're all heading back to the
beach ri ght now.

(waiting a beat)
I nstructors! Tinme hack!

Following the Chief's lead, Instructors |ift their dive
wat ches.

THE CHI EF

Six... five... four... three...
two... one... HACK

(to cl ass)
The tine is now 12-hundred. The
sun is shining brightly. Plenty
of daylight left for another phone-
pol e run..

GROANS behind him The groans give way to the SOUND OF
BOOTS br eaki ng rank.

I NT. ADM NI STRATI ON - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT
BLONDELL'S POV: O a lone figure crossing to the bell
EXT. GRI NDER - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

QUI CK CLOSEUPS of MIler, Slutnik, Wckwire, turning to
rgapplsoneone cross the grinder. At |east we know who it

CLOSE on the Chief as the BELL RI NGS THREE TI MES. He
turns around to find...

Stamrm at the bell.

For the first tinme, the Chief |ooks dead-bang at Jordan.
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Was he expecting her?

THE CHI EF
Leave your helnmet there, Stamm
Back to the barracks.

St amm drops his hel net and |inps away.

THE CHI EF
The rest of you shoul d renenber
one thing. The only easy day was
today. Lieutenant Wckw re?
Turning it over to you.

W CKW RE
Cuh-1ass, face right!

They march of f.
I NT. MESS HALL - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

Dead-ass tired, Jordan slides her tray down the |ine,
piling on food that nmeans not hi ng nore than raw cal ori es.

She heads for...

A tabl e of trainees, one spot open. Seeing her com ng,
t he guys shift position. Suddenly the table is full.

ENGLAND
Better | ook el sewhere, O Neil.

Jordan glares. None of them neet her eyes. She wheels
around -- and now all eyes are on her, watching her ass
wal k away. FEATURE Sl utni k, the wal ki ng sper m bank.

SLUTNI K
Hal f a night, Lord, just gime
half a night to set her straight...

Jordan tries another table. Thi s one, too, becones

abruptly full. As Jordan |eaves, HOLD on Mller. He's a
human eclipse -- six-three, 220, the perfect commando
physi que. Instructors wish they could clone him

M LLER

Aver age wonan i s 25 percent body
fat. That's one-quarter fat, man.
Thi nk about that.

MCCOOL
Ni ce distribution, though.
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M LLER
No way does she nakes this program
No way.
After wandering the ness hall |ike a honel ess person,

Jordan finds refuge at a table with fenal e ness stewards.

They | ook at her with blank faces. No understanding. No
comnpassi on.

EXT. B.O Q - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

Jordan wal ks in a bathrobe, toweling her hair dry. She
fishes for keys at her door.

VA CE
It's not so nmuch that they hate
you. . .

Jordan | ooks. Soneone is sitting on an outdoor table,
snoking. He leans into the light so she can see his face.

It's Wckwire, the m d-30s |ieutenant who doubl es as cl ass
officer. He's dangerously handsone.

W CKW RE

They're nore afraid of you.
JORDAN

Wll, now | feel so nmuch better
W CKW RE

It was made cl ear before you cane --
harassnent equal s career suicide.
Can't say anything good, so they
don't say nmuch at all. To your
face, anyway.

JORDAN
Whose orders were those?

W CKW RE
It was made cl ear
(getting up)
Anyway, stay ballsy. First week's
hell, then it levels out. Until
S.E.R E. training, anyway. That's
hel | - and- a- hal f.

JORDAN
And how do you know t hat ?

W CKW RE
Made it to Week 10 | ast tine.
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JORDAN
| didn't know they let you try
again. Especially at your age.

W CKW RE
You're kind of a surprise yourself.

A faint grin fromWckw re before he shadows back across
the courtyard that separates the two B. O Q buil dings.

Back across no-man's | and.

INT. JORDAN S B.O Q - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

Two beds. WMatching | ockers. A desk, a chair, a mrror.
Al'l overwhel mi ngly dull.

Jordan drops the robe off her shoulders to take inventory
of her body. Both sides of her neck are bruised fromthe
phone-pol e run. Her back and thi ghs are sand-burned.

Mrror cuts abound. She's already a ness.

Jordan uncaps sone cologne. It's a vestige of her old
life she's not going to surrender. She sniffs. Savors.

Dabs. Looks back in the mrror...

And breaks out laughing. |It's |ike dropping a rose in a
cesspool .

EXT. SILVER STRAND HI GHWAY - CORONADO - DAY

A PHOTOGRAPHER st ands near a car parked just outside the
base. He's peering through a 600mm | ens.

PHOTOGRAPHER S POV: FOCUSI NG t hr ough cycl one fencing..
PANNI NG past the sand dunes... and finding green-cl ad
trai nees gathered at an obstacl e course.

EXT. OBSTACLE COURSE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

An expl osi on of sand: England and Wckw re belly-fl op
into a sand pit and speed-crawl under barbed wire. d ear
they gain their feet and blitz toward..

The rolling logs. They bal ance-beamtheir way to...

The r
and f

ope clinmb. Racing to the top, they reach a platform
ling themsel ves down onto...

The high poles. They |and awkwardly, losing their w nd
and their grip, tunbling into the sand pit bel ow before...
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Racing for the finish. The Chief thunbs a stopwatch.

THE CHI EF
Engl and, 88 seconds. You're good
to go for the slide-for-life.
Wckw re, roll back till you get
sout h of 90.

W CKW RE
Fuck. Yes sir.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
Who' d you kiss to get back in here,
anyway ?

W ckwi re dusts off and starts back for...

The starting line. Stepping up next is Cortez, the hunan
fighting cock. Jordan |lines up beside himand psyches up
for the first obstacle -- and eight-foot sheer wall.

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS
Hang on, here...

He grabs sonething off a truck and positions it at the
base of the wall. It's alittle two-step platform

SNI CKERS, MOANS fromthe guys. Cortez can barely contain
hi s di sgust.

CORTEZ
Aw, what is this...
JORDAN
(rmortified)

Sir...

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS
Don't have to use it, O Neil, but
it's gotta go out.
(calling out)
Five... four... three...

JORDAN
| can make this wall w thout --

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS
two... one... MARK!

Cortez blurs away. Jordan starts a step |late.

Cortez takes the wall clean. Eschew ng the two-step,

Jordan junps right over it -- but junps too far out because

of it. She takes the wall awkwardly.
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| NTERCUT the others as they break rank to follow, eager
to see Cortez bl ow her off the course.

CLASS
Lesgo, Cortez, LESGO GO GO

Cortez belly-flops into the sand pit -- and snags goi ng
under the barbed wre.

CORTEZ
Shit of a saint...

Cat ching up, Jordan clears the wire without a hitch and
| eads going into...

The rolling logs. They both tight-rope across ninbly and
bound on toward. .

Rope clinmb. Jordan starts up at a decent clip -- but
Cortez cones frombehind like a chinp on white sugar,
doubl i ng her speed.

CLASS
Take her, take her here, Cortez...
| ookit that nonkey-man go... hoo-

yah, hoo-yah..
Cortez reaches the top platform Now he's faced with...

The high poles. He's seen others |and sideways and pay
the price. Trying another way, Cortez takes a flying
| eap. ..

And WHUWPS down with | egs astraddle. He tried to cushion
the landing with his hands -- and fail ed magnificently.

H s balls took the brunt.

Jordan WHUMPS down beside himw th | egs astraddle -- and
shoots Cortez a "Hey, no problent |ook. She rolls off
t he poles...

And drops to the pit below Cortez |ands right behind.
Now it's a flat-out sprint for...
The finish line. He takes her at the tape.
THE CHI EF
Cortez, 93 seconds. O Neil, 94.
Cortez, do a little rescue-recovery

on your gonads and |ine up again.
O Neil... nmove ahead.
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Headi ng back to the starting |line, Jordan wheel s around.

JORDAN
Say again, sir?

THE CHI EF
You heard ne. Move on.

CORTEZ
Aw, this is such bullshit..

O hers GRUMBLE i n comm serati on. Jordan flushes with
anger .

JORDAN
Chief, sir, | don't understand why --

THE CHI EF
Educat e her, Pyro.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
Aut omatic five-second deducti on,
whi ch slips you under the wre.
It's called "gender-normng,” O Neil --
standard procedure for all females
i n physical training courses.
Where you been the | ast few years?

JORDAN
What "all females"? If |'mthe
only --

THE CHI EF
Twi ce now, | have said the words
"nmove on."

He turns his back, |eaving no possibility of discussion.
Jordan stares after.

SLUTNI K
Can't live with them can't kil
them \What's the point?

MCCOOL
Sonebody throw a tent over this
circus.
W CKW RE
(low to Jordan)
Just let it go. |If it's in your

favor, just shut the hell up and
take it.
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EXT. B. O Q - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

Dressed in bathrobe, Jordan reaches her door. She pauses
to check. ..

The outdoor table. No visitors tonight.

INT. JORDAN S B.O. Q - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - N GHT

Jordan pushes inside -- and stops when she sees the little
two-step platform That awful crutch. Soneone has put

it beside her bed.

Jordan wheel s around to check. ..

EXT. B.O Q - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

The nen' building. Slutnik and a few others loiter on a
bal cony, mrroring her stare.

EXT. CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

Hastily dressed, Jordan marches across the base. Her
march turns into an angry run as she cuts through parking
lots... junps hedges... and finally reaches...

EXT. C. O'S HOUSE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

An on-base bungal ow. Jordan bangs on the front door until
the CO 'S scowing face appears.

JORDAN
Pardon the hour, sir. But you
told ne to come to you i medi ately
if I felt I was being m streated
in any way.

C O
Didn't take |ong.

He waves her i nside.

INT. C O 'S HOUSE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - N GHT

C O
Al right, lieutenant, give ne a
name and specifics, I'll have the

X. O file an action first thing in
t he norni ng.

R , (waits)
name”
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JORDAN
It's you, sir. And it started the
day | cane here.

C. O
(jolted)
Oh, really.

JORDAN
It's this doubl e-standard, the
separate quarters, the deferentia
treatnent. It's how you pulled
out ny chair and nearly served
high tea the first tine we net.

C O
Because | was civil, now you're
conpl ai ni ng.

JORDAN

| can't afford civility, sir. How
am | supposed to fit in with these
guys when you've got nme set up as
an outsider? Even if | nmake it
under these rules, | still |ose,
because there' |l always be a flag
innmy file -- "Yeah, she made it,
but...” | nean, really -- why
didn't you just issue ne a goddann
petticoat to wear around the base?

C O

Did you just have a brain-fart?
JORDAN

Par don?
C O

Did you just barge in here and
curse at your base commander? |If
so, | regard that as a bonafide
brain- fart, and I resent it when
people fart inside ny hone.

JORDAN
| think you' ve resented nme from
the start, sir.

Now, finally, her opponent steps into the ring. And he's
a bare-knuckle braw er.
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C. O
(bui I di ng)
What | resent, lieutenant, is sone
politician using ny base as a test
tube for her grand soci al

experiment. Wat | resent is the
sensitivity training that i s now
mandatory for ny nen... the day-

care center | have to build where
an officer's | ounge used to be...
and the OB/GYN | have to keep on
staff just so soneone can keep
track of your personal pap snears.
(drawi ng cl ose)
But nost of all, lieutenant, |
resent your perfune, however subtle
it may be, conpeting with the aronm
of nmy fine three-dollar-and-fifty-
ni ne cent cigar, which I wll
happily put out this very instant
if the phallic nature of it happens
to of fend your goddamn fragile
sensibilities. DCES IT?

JORDAN
No, sir
C. O
No, sir, WHAT?
JORDAN
The shape doesn't bother nme. It's
just that goddamm rotten stench.
A dangerous beat -- before the C. O disengages.
C. O
Well. 'Least now we're talking
t he sane | anguage.
(a beat)
So one standard. |s that what
you're after?
JORDAN
Sane rul es for everyone, sir.
C. O
Strai ght up?
JORDAN

Across the board, sir.
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C. O
And if you just happen to wash
out, | won't have to contend with

you bitchin' to sonme hairy-chested
femal e Senator? And pl ease note |
did not identify any one in
particul ar.

JORDAN
Wul dn't dreamof it, sir.

A deci di ng beat.

C O
Then good ni ght.
JORDAN
So I'll get a fair shot?
C O
You'l |l get everything you want,
O Neil. Let's see if you want

what you're gonna get.
| NT. BARBER SHOP - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Jordan gets her hair cut to regulation length. |It's over
i n seconds.

| NT. ADM NI STRATI ON - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Jordan sl aps down old room keys and new orders. Bl ondel
scans the paperwork with deepeni ng concern.

BLONDELL
This sonme kind of joke?

INT. JORDAN S B. O Q - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY
Jordan tosses her belongings into a | aundry bag. She
slings the bag over her shoul der, boots aside the hated
two-step on her way out...
EXT. B.O Q BU LD NG - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

mar ches across the no-man's | and. ..
INT. B.O Q ROOM - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

and bangs open a door. Slutnik sits up on his bed.

SLUTNI K

Wl l, who the shit you think you
are? Comn' in here like that?
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JORDAN
Your new roonmat e.

Slutni k's face curdles. Jordan dunps her bag on an open
bunk and starts unpacki ng.

JORDAN
Anybody usin' these drawers here?

SLUTNI K
Hey, hey, HEY. No possibility.
You can't stay in here. You can't
sl eep right next to ne.

JORDAN
Funny, the C. O says | can.

She sl aps orders on his chest, continues to unpack.

SLUTNI K
Aw, lookit this, lookit this --
she's bringin' Tanpax in here.
C non, you got nothin' but roons
over there.

JORDAN

That your desk? 1'Il take this

one.
SLUTNI K

WOULD YOU JUST GET OQUTTA HERE?
JORDAN

(whirling on him
Listen, Sex Ape. |'mhere to stay.

And if you don't want ne for a
roommate or classnate, you got two
options -- nove out or ring out.
End of file.

Slutni k stalks out. Jordan fires a |look at the innocent
byst ander here, MCool. He was studying at his desk when
the fireworks began.

JORDAN
What about you, MCool? Any problem
wi th the room assi gnnent ?

McCool -- an inperturbable black |ieutenant -- just goes
back to his manual s.
MCCOOL
"It's not ajob -- it's an

adventure."
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EXT. OCEAN - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

START on flares igniting overhead. FOLLOWthe flares as
t hey parachute down into the surf to illum nate...

The class, standing in one long line, arns |inked. As
bl ack waves knock out their |egs, we're rem nded of show
girls kicking their way through some nacabre review

EXT. BEACH - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT
Firing flare guns and working their bull horns:

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
58 degrees this norning! That's
not a bad water tenp, really -- if
you' re standi ng where we are!

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS
Slurred speech, |ack of proper
not or control, short-term anmmesia --
all early signs of hypotherm al
Advanced hypotherma is easy to
detect in a classmate! He'll | ook
| i ke he's dead!

THE CHI EF
Body heat. |In situations of extrene
cold, you can always count on body
heat to keep you alive -- and | do
not mean your own. W wll break
you of the cultural barriers that
di ctate you shoul d not invade
anot her man's space. Are any of
you in a situation of extrene cold
ri ght now?

| NTERCUTTI NG trai nees and i nstructors:

CLASS
Yes, sir!

THE CHI EF
Then why aren't you all over the
man next to you?

The class pivots 90 degrees and starts to cl ose rank.

Behi nd Jordan, Montgonery (a.k.a. "Flea") hesitates: He's
a bantam wei ght from Georgia, his manners bred into the
bone. He just can't find a delicate way to grab Jordan
wi t hout nounting her.
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JORDAN
Just do it, okay?

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS
If you can't feel the other guy's
pecker, you ain't in tight enough!
| want nuts to butts!

JORDAN
Cone on, Montgonery..

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS
Flea! O Neil! Wiy is there a
break in that |ine?

Finally Jordan grabs Flea by the neck, pushes hi mahead
and nounts him The class closes down into a | ong human
snake.

JORDAN
(in his ear)
Mont gonery, why do they call you
"Fl ea"?

FLEA
It's really "F. Lee Montgomery" --
but that gets whittled down to
just "Flea." For short, ma' am

JORDAN
So it really has nothing to do
wi th actual brain size?

FLEA
No, ma' am

JORDAN
Wll, Flea, | appreciate the respect
you just showed ne. But | don't
need it and don't want it -- not

t hat kind of respect, anyway.
It's just gonna hurt us both, okay?

FLEA
"Il work on it, mm'am

JORDAN
Do that.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
(to the Chief)
Ti me.
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THE CHI EF
Check your watch, Pyro. Seens
fast.
CAMERA POLLS the grim blue-Ilipped faces in the water.

Jordan feels Flea starting to shake. Badly.

JORDAN
Hey. You okay, Flea?

FLEA
"Snot me. It's him

Two bodi es ahead, it's the big bruiser, MIller, who's
shuddering. Jordan feels himshaking through Flea.

M LLER
Jesus, ny hands... they aren't
wor ki n" right..
NEVBBERRY
How long i'zis for?
W CKW RE
' Sposed to be 20-mi nute intervals,
no nore.
NEVBBERRY
Swear each tine's gettin' |onger.
MCCOOL
This where you bailed |ast tinme,
W ck?
W CKW RE
Huh-uh -- but wasn't m ddla February

| ast tine, either.

FLEA
How you doin', Mller? Mller?

No answer. Bad sign. On shore:

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
22 mnutes...

I gnoring, the Chief lifts his bullhorn:

THE CHI EF
Renmenber, all this is conpletely
vol unt ary.

( MORE)
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THE CHI EF ( CONT' D)
For any of you who don't want to
continue, Instructor Johns is now
servi ng coffee and dani sh at the
anbul ance.

A portable light comes on. |Indeed, an instructor is
setting up coffee service.

THE CHI EF
Any t akers?

SLUTNI K
He's the fuckin' Antichrist.

MCCOOL
W ck! They really got donuts over
there? O just some'a last night's
di nner rolls?

FLEA
Look li ke donuts to ne..

JORDAN
(in disbelief)
What ' re you guys doi ng? Huh?

MCCOOL
Just askin'

JORDAN
What, you gonna give it all up for
a maple tw st? How dunb you gotta
be? That's exactly what they --

Suddenly the line rips apart. It's MIller, breaking for
shore.

CLASS
NO

Soon the dyke is bursting everywhere: Four others break
rank, following MIller's |ead.

The deserters stagger onto the beach. WMEDICS close in
qui ck, draping themw th blankets, shining flashlights in
their faces, asking brain-check question.

MEDI CS
Tell nme what day this is... |ook
at ne now... what city are you
from sailor... here, |ook right

here. ..
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A medic nods to the Chief. No hypothermi a. Not yet.

THE CHI EF
You want another mnute to think
about this? Huh?
(no response; to
MIller directly)
Do any of you want to reconsider?

Avoi ding his eyes, MIler wags his head.

THE CHI EF
Johnson. Get 'emout of ny scan.

It's a death sentence. As the quitters slouch for the
coffee truck...

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
By ny watch... which, of course
appears to be broken... they've
been in 27 mnutes w thout the
benefit of protective gear.

TIGHT on the Chief. Scanning the renmining trainees.
Thi nki ng about hol di ng out out for one nore.

TI GHT on Jordan. Knowi ng who he's waiting for. Wndering
if she can outlast him

THE CHI EF
(into bull horn)
Everybody out.

Wth a SH VERI NG CHEER, the trainees stanpede ashore,
grabbi ng bl ankets, tradi ng body-bunps and hi gh-fives.

Jordan gets swept up in the esprit: They' ve conquered a
common eneny. But when she tries to get high-fived..

The guys turn their backs. It's a cold rebuff, worse
t hen any water.

HOLD TI GHT on Jordan. Shivering. Witching the guys drift
away. Hating them

W CKW RE
Hey. Way to gut it out.

JORDAN
Thanks, W ck.
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I NT. I NSTRUCTOR S OFFI CE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

The instructors are shuffling nmuster lists, reorgani zing
the class. B.G, the BELL TOLLS agai n and agai n.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
(shaki ng head)
MIller. Thought the guy was nade
of depleted uranium Really didn't
expect to lose him

THE CHI EF
Every class has its surprises,
Pyro. This one'll be no different.

EXT. GRINDER - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Bl ondel | crosses the grinder with another fenal e ensign,
tall and striking. Passing the bell, Blondell checks
on. ..

The helnmets lined up beneath. A dozen already.

An O S. CADENCE CALL -- then, led by Wckwire, trainees
doubl e-tine into the grinder, uniforns drenched froma
beach run. Anong them still, is Jordan. It brings a
Mona Lisa smle to Blondell's face.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
Change those cl othes, be back here
in six mnutes! And | amtimng
you!

The cl ass scatters. Slutni k hits the brakes when he sees
Bl ondel |l and her friend.

SLUTNI K
Jesus Christ. And | only got three
m nut es api ece. ..

ENGLAND
(j erking hi maway)
Barkin' up the wong dress, Sl utniKk.
You ain't their type.

Over hearing, Jordan snaps a |look at Blondell, only now
realizing. Their eyes neet.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
O Neil! What're you gawki ng at?
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INT. C O'S OFFI CE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

P. R FLAK

(readi ng newspaper)
| ast week at Coronado. The
worman, identity unknown, is believed
to be the first femal e candi date
for the elite Special Reconnai ssance
program Her presence could signal
a shift in the Navy's | ong-standing
policy that excludes wonmen from
conbat positions.”

The P. R FLAK drops the newspaper on the C. O 's desk.
It's the San Diego Tribune. Under the headline "G

JANE, " a photo shows a chesty sailor running the obstacle
cour se.

C O
(calling OS.)
" masking again. Were is she?

YEOVAN
| nbound now, sir. Had to pull her
out of the dive bell.

P. R FLAK
| have interview requests fromtwo
| ocal TV stations. And a
soci ol ogist fromU. C. San Di ego
call ed, wanted to know if she could
exam ne the interacti on between
"G 1. Jane" and the nen.

C. O
"A sociol..." Kill the interviews.
| don't need civilians nosin' around
in matters that are supposed to be

covert in nature. Just kill 'em
before this whole thing gets outta
con --

YEOVAN

Senat or DeHaven calling, sir.
The C. O gets an instant headache.
| NT. SENATE BARBER SHOP - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

CO (V.0)
Base Conmander Turrenti ne speaki ng.
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In the Senate barber shop, DeHaven is having her hair
colored. She holds a fax of the Tribune article in one
hand, a cell phone in the other.

DEHAVEN
(hitting like a
Scud)

Conmander, are you of the habit of
| etti ng phot ographers trai pse around
your base snappin' their fill?
These were supposed to have been
di screet test cases --

| NTERRCUTTI NG
C O

Senator, they stand out on the public highway wth
tel ephoto | enses --

DEHAVEN
-- and now | got reporters from
Toadsquat, lowa, calling ny office
and askin' what | know about this

"G |. Jane" thing.

C O
-- nothing I can do about it unless
you' re suggesting | infringe on
their civil liberties -- which I'd
happily do if you'll just trima

little fat off the Constitution.

DEHAVEN
Are you truly nouthin' off to a
seni or nmenber of the Senate Arns
Conmittee? | nean, |I'Il give you
points for style -- just nothin'
for smarts.

INT. C. O'S OFFI CE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY
The C. O doubl e-takes as Jordan enters: She' s sun-bur ned,

w nd- bur ned, sand-burned, chapped and chaffed, bl oody and
soggy. Her dive suit |eaks onto the floor.

JORDAN
See ne, sir?
C O
You nakin' friends with the press,

| i eut enant ?

He tosses her the paper. Jordan scans the article as
DeHaven conti nues over speakerphone:
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DEHAVEN
Well, seein's howthis thing is
out, you let nme handle the r.p. m
Fromthis point forward, | want
all press matters coordinated via
my office. [|'ll be god-damed if

| ' m gonna wat ch Hayes pull flowers
out of his ass and take credit for
this one. H mor the President.
(aside to
beaut i ci an)
This ny shade? "M dni ght Mahogany"?
"Cuz |I"'mcom n' dangerously cl ose

to lookin' |ike Ronald Reagan here.
C. O
Your prerogative, Senator
DEHAVEN
Awight. How s our girl doin',
anyway ?
C. O
Standing right here in ny office.
DEHAVEN
Jordan, dear. How are they treating
you?
JORDAN
(catching C.QO's
eyes)
Can't conplain, nma' am
DEHAVEN
Hrmm  Maybe |'11 ask when | see
you in person.
JORDAN
Uh, ma' am
DEHAVEN

Gonna be visiting that all-woman's
America's cup teamin a few weeks --
If I were a ganbler, |I'd say Dennis
O Conner's days are nunbered. But
they're in San Diego, so | thought
|'d take a qui ck pronenade of the
base.

Deafening silence. W aren't sure who dreads the idea
nore -- the C. O or Jordan.
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C O
Uh, V.I.P. security arrangenents
generally take sonme tine, Senator.

DEHAVEN
"Security"? Wat the hell you
tal kin' about? Your base isn't
secure?

C. O
O course, but there's nore --

DEHAVEN
Then set out the good plates, we'll
all have lunch. M office wll
follow up with details. Junping
of f, now. ..

Phone goes dead. The C. O gives Jordan a | ook one m ght
reserve for a lab technician who inadvertently unl eashed
Ebol a upon the worl d.

JORDAN
Sir, I want you to know that | had
nothing to do with any of this.
Not this article, not --

C. O
"We'll all have lunch." Good i dea.
Ch, and let's be sure to invite
this sociologist, too -- just in
case we want to have a FUCKI NG
BRI DGE GAME AFTERWARDS

YEOVAN
Sir? Secretary Hayes calling.

The C. O 's headache becomes a m graine.

JORDAN
(backi ng out)
Perm ssion to | eave, sir?

C O
Perm ssion to evaporate, O Neil.

| NT. SENATE BARBER SHOP - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

DeHaven hands the phone to her aide. He's set up a
portable office in the next barber chair.

DEHAVEN
Think | overplayed it?
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DEHAVEN S Al DE
Congress and the Pentagon share a
| ot of plunbing. They'll never
know whose leak it is.

EXT. BEACH - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

150- pound rubber boats ("Zodiacs") litter the beach. The
class is breaking down into six-nan crews.

THE CHI EF
Boat Five -- Wckw re, Cozad, Vinyl,
I ntagliata, Ayers, and W se.
Li eutenant Wckwire i s your senior
officer. Follow his orders to
your death.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
Get it up!

Crew Five finds their Zodiac, hoists it onto their heads.

THE CHI EF
Boat Six -- England, O Neil, MCool,
Mont gonery, Cortez, and Sl utniKk.
Li eutenant England is your senior
of ficer.

Jordan rolls her eyes: At least two of the guys in her
crew are blue-ribbon m sogynists. Cortez and Sl utnik
don't like it any better.

JORDAN
Ah, c'non...

CORTEZ
Mot her achri st. ..

SLUTNI K
Me? Agai n?

THE CHI EF

(1 ooki ng up)

Sonebody got a problemw th the
must er ?

JORDAN

Fine by nme, sir!

CORTEZ
No problem sir!

SLUTNI K
Full of joy here, sir!
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Exchangi ng | ooks across their Zodiac, Jordan and her new
crewrates lift the boat overhead.

THE CHI EF
Boat Seven. ..

EXT. BEACH - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Wth BATTLE CRIES, 12 boat crews charge into the teeth of
t he POUNDI NG SURF. Sone | ose their boat to the first
wave; others clear the surf and scranbl e aboard.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
(into bull horn)
First crewto finish gets hot food
and warm racks for the night!
Rest of you are digging hide-sites
and eating earthworns tonight!

EXT. OCEAN - DAY

Beyond t he breakers, the Zodiacs run parallel to shore,
crews paddling furiously, racing the wind, the sun, the
other crews. Instructors shadow in power boats,

st opwat ches runni ng.

EXT. BOAT SI X - OCEAN - DAY

MCCOOL
Don't wanna be pickin' no sandcrabs
outta ny ass tonight!

ENGLAND
So shutup and stroke, MCool!

SLUTNI K
Hoo- yah! Hoo-yah!

Fl ea checks on Jordan. She paddl es hard, really digging
in. Flea grins: On sone level, he has to admire this
wonen.

Jordan catches the grin, gives one back.

Ahead, buoys mark the finish line. And just when it seens
victory is at hand...

THWUNK. Sonething hits Boat Six. Suddenly it's |osing
air. Jordan torques around to see...

The Chief on a nearby boat, speargun in hand.
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THE CHI EF
Your boat just hit razor coral.
What do you do now?

ENGLAND
Patch and punp! C non! Wose ass
is on the kit?

MCCOOL
| say keep paddlin'! W're al nost --

ENGLAND
Forget it, MCool! Pri Oneis to
save the boat, not win a race! So
let's get on it!

They flail to save their sinking boat. Boat Five noses
past, stealing the lead. Wckw re tosses Jordan a passing
| ook. "Sorry, but..."

EXT. UPPER DUNES - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT
Up and down the dunes, crews are digging "hide-sites" --

six-man holes that will be their hones tonight. Cortez
and Slutnik are uprooting shrubs, collecting canoufl age
mat eri al

CORTEZ
Four years | petition to get into
this program Four years. Finally
get here, and nowit's co-ed?
Such bullshit. Now Il'mgettin'
hamrered just 'cuz she's on our
crew

SLUTNI K
Least you don't have to sleep with
her every goddamm ni ght.

CORTEZ
Tellin" you, 1'd rather be the
| ast class with balls than the
first one with chicks.

CUT TO
EXT. UPPER DUNES - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - N GHT

Jordan and Flea fill sand bags to shore up the walls of
their hide-site. England and McCool shovel back to back.
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MCCOOL
Had a grandaddy who wanted to be a
Navy man. Wanted to fire them big
guns on a big-ass battleship. But
Navy said to him "Ch, no. You
can only do one thing on a
battl eship."” "Well what's that?"
grandaddy sai d. "Cook," they said.
Now this ain't 100 years ago --
I"mtalkin' United States Navy,
mddla World War 11. And you know
t he reason they gave hin? You
know why they tol' ny grandaddy he
couldn't fight for his country?

ENGLAND
He tal ked too nmuch?

MCCOOL
"Negroes can't see at night. Bad
ni ght vision."

JORDAN
You're kiddin' ne.

Jordan junps in the hole, ready to take over shoveli ng.

MCCOOL
See, you just the new nigger on
the block, ONeil. That's all

And naybe you noved in too early.
He clinbs out. HOLD on Jordan, |ooking off down the dunes,
seeing the other crews covering up and goi ng under ground
for the night. How the hell did she wind up here? So
far from home?
EXT. SILVER STRAND H GHWAY - DAY

A Jeep speeds al ong the public highway, carrying the C O
back to base. When the Jeep tops a ri se:

C. O
What in God's nane...

Ahead, a hal f-dozen news crews are canped on the shoul der
All caneras are trained on the base.
| NT. BEDROOM - GEORGETOMN APARTMENT - NI GHT

CAMERA FI NDS Navy dress blues laid out on a bed... topcoat
draped on a chair-back... CNN on a television.
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CNN COMMENTATOR (TV)
is denying that it is

consi dering changing its | ong-held
policy of exclusion -- but it isn't
denyi ng the presence of at |east
one female in a heretofore all-
mal e program Dubbed "G 1. Jane"
by the nedia, this wonman is now
under goi ng commando traini ng at
t he Special Warfare Conmand Center
in San Di ego...

Hal f - shaven, Royce | eans out of the bathroomin tine to
catch. ..

Foot age from Coronado: A wonman in Navy greens is on a
beach run, | oaded down wi th backpack and M 16. The NEW5
FOOTAGE ZOOMS I N, FREEZE FRAMES with the indelible inmge
that will be used over and over in con ng weeks: Wnan
cradling rifle. Madonna for the 21st century.

ROYCE
Goddamm. My poster girl.

CNN COMVENTATOR
Senat or DeHaven's office still has
not rel eased the identity of the
woman, but DeHaven is confirm ng
that "G 1. Jane" has outl asted
many of her nale counter-parts in
t he program said to be one of the
nost grueling anywhere. Joining
us now on "Washi ngton Toni ght" for
the fem nist perspective is Goria
Allred, live from--Royce snaps it
off. He can't take anynore.

| NT. BEAU- ART HALL - WASHI NGTON D. C. - N GHT

Beneath the coffered ceiling of a great Beau-Art hall,
one of Washington's power-tribes is celebrating. W find
gowned wonen, tuxedoed nen, gol d-braided naval officers,
a SW NG BAND, and. .

Secretary Hayes, newy confirned. He beans as he dances
wth his wife. Conplinents and friendly barbs cone from
all directions:

COWPLI MENTS (O S.)
Congratul ati ons, M. Secretary.
Say hello to the President for
nme... Maybe now you can change
t hat carpet in your office, Teddy...
( MORE)
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COVPLI MENTS (O. S.) (CONT' D)
So what was the deal you nmde with
DeHaven? O was it the Devil?
Al ways get them confused...

HAYES
Didn't you hear? Effective
i edi ately, all navy vessels can
no |l onger be referred to as "she.™

BRAYS of | aughter.
CUT TO
| NT. BEAU- ART HALL - WASHI NGTON D.C. - NI GHT

Royce, EXCUSI NG his way through the crowd, fixating on
t he bar, |eading his DI AL- A- DATE wi nner by the hand.

Conversations drift into earshot:

VO CE #1
. wonen are chil d-bearers. Li fe-
givers. Now we're going to make
themkillers?

VA CE #2
... just don't have the upper-body
strength. ..

VO CE #3

How strong do you need to be to
| aunch a rocket? To push a button
or pull a trigger?

Royce can't get away fromit.

DI AL- A- DATE
Are we going to dance?

ROYCE
Not right now.

Just yards fromthe bar, a Pentagon E-RI NGER snags Royce's
el bow.

E- RI NGER
Conmmander Royce. How s |ife across
the river?

ROYCE
Little slow, sir. Wen's the
Pent agon going to send ne a good
crisis?
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E- RI NGER
"1l check ny out-basket in the
nor ni ng. Say, do you know. .

The E-Ringer turns to nake introductions -- but finds his
Cl RCLE OF FRIENDS enbroiled in the topic du jour

Cl RCLE #1
... but nmen have trained as athletes
for 5,000 years. Wonen have been
at it for, what, couple of decades?
Do we really know the limts of
their strength?

Cl RCLE #2
Or their endurance? You know, 30
years ago, wonen marat honers were
90 minutes off the pace of the
nmen. Now, the wonen's tine is
probably only 20 m nutes off.

Cl RCLE #1
Try 15.

Cl RCLE #3
But what do fermale soldiers really
contribute? | nean, why is this
"G l. Jane" there instead of a
man?

Eyes drift to Royce, inviting himinto the fray.

ROYCE
(to dial -a-date)
You wait right here. 1'Il get the

dri nks.
| NT. MEZZANI NE - BEAU- ART HALL - NI GHT

Headi ng upstairs with an iceless rum Royce finds a calm
and secl uded place to get drunk in peace and quiet.

VO CE #1
Take ny word for it. It's just
not going to happen. Not now, not
anytine soon.

VA CE #2
You' re guaranteeing that?

Royce frowns: He thought he was al one. He tracks the
voices to a forced-air vent beside the chaise.
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VA CE #1
| have it on unorthodox but reliable
authority that conbat positions

Wil remain off-limts. Despite
what ' s happening with our Babe in
Boyl and.

Alarnms go off in Royce's head. He noves quickly to a
railing, |ooks down.

ROYCE' S POV: O two naval officers on the fl oor bel ow

They stand beside a matching vent. It's inpossible to
see faces fromthis angle -- but one nman has a distinct
bal d spot.
NAVAL OFFI CER (VA CE #1)
Wll, isn't that what these test
cases are supposed to deci de?
(t hi nki ng)
Unl ess, of course, you' re suggesting
that "G 1. Jane"” is on her way to

becom ng "Jane Doe"...

BALD SPOT (VA CE #2)
All I"msaying is that we won't be
integrating -- despite the rhetoric
com ng off Capitol Hill, despite
what ' s happeni ng i n Coronado. And
you did not hear it from ne.

NAVAL OFFI CER (VA CE #1)
Hear what ?

A conspiratorial handshake. The nmen split up.
| NT. BEAU- ART HALL - WASHI NGTON D.C. - NI GHT

Royce fl ashes down the stairs. Htting nain floor, he
| ooks around and then bunps into...

Dl AL- A- DATE
There you are. Can we pl ease dance
now?

Over her shoul der, Royce spies Bald Spot heading for the
cl oak room Royce conmandeers the nearest J.O

ROYCE
Li eut enant !

J. O
Yes sir?
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ROYCE
Take a dance!
| NT. BEAU- ART HALL - WASHI NGTON D.C. - NI GHT

Royce bobs and weaves through the crowd, trying to keep
sight of...

Bal d Spot. Pushing through the exit doors.
Only steps behi nd, Royce shoul ders through the doors...
EXT. BEAU-ART HALL - WASHI NGTON D.C. - N GHT

And bl asts outside, intending to shake some answers out
of Bald Spot. But here Royce finds...

A dozen naval officers waiting for their cars. Al of
t hem now wear caps.

Royce tries to check faces of the quickly departing nen.
but it could have been anyone.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. OCEAN - DAY
A hi gh-speed transport ("Seafox") is SLAMM NG OVER SVELLS.
Lashed to one side is a rubber |ife boat.

EXT. SEAFOX - OCEAN - DAY

THE CHI EF
Crew Si x! Stand by!

ENGLAND
Fl eal ' Cool ! O Neil! Cortez!
S| ut ni k! In that order! Fi ve-

second intervals! Let's go!

Engl and's crew lines up for cast-and-recover drills: One
by one, they speed-roll off the transport...

... and drop into the life boat. After quickly
stabilizing, they roll off the life boat...

and di sappear underwater |ike human bullets. Engl and
is last to cast off.

EXT. OCEAN - DAY

Jordan resurfaces. Treading water, she scans for...
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Seafox. It makes a hard turn in t
back. The recovery rig -- a big f
| onered into position.

he water and starts
lexible loop -- is

Still hauling ass, Seafox picks up the trainees in reverse
order -- England, Slutnik, Cortez. They each stab an arm
t hrough the passing | oop...

EXT. SEAFOX - OCEAN - DAY
and vault back aboard, slick as hell.

CORTEZ
Hoo-yah! Better'n sex in a car
crash!

But now they're bearing down fast on...
EXT. COCEAN - DAY

Jor dan. She braces as best she can. As SEAFOX THUNDERS
past, she stabs for the |oop..

And snags it with her hand. But only her hand.

Hangi ng on grimy, Jordan drags face down in torrenti al
water. Her nouth gropes for clean air but can't find it.

If she doesn't |let go soon, she'll drown.
EXT. SEAFOX - OCEAN - DAY

At the stern, the Chief spots Jordan bobbing up in the
boat' s wake.

THE CHI EF
(to pilot)
Next recovery! Keep goin', keep
goin'!

EXT. OCEAN - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

COUGHI NG up wat er, Jordan wat ches Seafox speed on toward
McCool and Flea. They nake textbook recoveries. She's
the only one who couldn't cut it.

I NT. WOMEN S SHOWERS - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

Head hung, Jordan showers al one.

THE CH EF (O S.)
You know, the Israelis...
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57.

Jordan recoils. Christ, how |long has he been there?
Just standing in the doorway?

Wth forced cal m Jordan squeaks off the water

a towel .

THE CH EF
they tried womren in the 1967
War. Fenml e sol diers.

JORDAN
Perm ssion to get dressed, sir?

THE CHI EF
It seens the nmen couldn't get used
to the sight of wonmen bl own open
and their viscera hanging from
tree linbs. Israeli nmen would
|l i nger over wounded fenales --
often to the detrinment of the
m ssi on, often endangering their
own lives. They don't use wonen
anynor e.

JORDAN
(rmovi ng cl oser)
Sir, soneone nentioned you received
the Navy Cross. My | ask what
you got it for?

THE CHI EF
For pulling a 210-pound nan out of
a burning barrack in Saudi Arabi a.

JORDAN
| see. So when a man tries to
rescue anot her man, he's a hero.
But when he tries to rescue a wonan,
he's gone soft.

THE CHI EF
Coul d you have pulled that 210-
pound nman cl ear, |ieutenant?

She can't say yes. She wants to but can't.

THE CHI EF
Femal es in conbat situations inpact
unit cohesion. Men fight better
w t hout wonen around. And that is
an historical fact.

and fi nds
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JORDAN
It al so seens like a problemwth
the nen's attitude, sir. So naybe
you shoul d be sniffing around their
shower room i nstead.

She shoul ders past. The Chief gives her a few steps before
dr oppi ng hi s bonb:

THE CHI EF
Engl and went out with a stress
fracture. That puts you in charge,
| i eut enant .

JORDAN
(of f - bal ance)
McCool 's that same rank. We're
both j.g.'s.

THE CHI EF
You were comm ssioned one nonth
earlier, which nakes you the senior
of ficer.
(passi ng her on
his way out)
Renmenber. There are no bad crews --
only bad | eaders.

I NT. ARTI LLERY RANGE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Trai nees are getting famliar with M 60 machi ne guns,
firing SHORT BURST at downfield targets.

CORTEZ
(pi ssed)
No operational experience, and now
she's callin' the shots?
Unbel i evabl e.

SLUTNI K
Suppose she'll wanna eat with us
NOw. . .

Jordan overhears them BI TCHI NG  She steps up to an open

slot -- and proceeds to WAIL AWAY with her M 60, tracer
rounds bl azing. Her target vaporized, she keeps WAl LI NG
madl y, taking out Slutnik's target... then Cortez's...

t hen. ..

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS
ONeil... ONeil... ONEIL

Finally she stops.



Converted to PDF by ww.. screental k. org 59.

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS

One burst, one body, O Neil! Wat
the fuck you trying to do? Spell
your nane?

(to cl ass)
You are not infantry! Your
firepower is limted! Excessive
killing only risks conprom se..

Rel oadi ng, Jordan tosses a |l ook at Slutnik and Cortez.
Ain't nobody bitchin' now
EXT. MESS HALL - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

BLONDELL (O S.)
S.E.R E. training comng up

Eating at a table with other wonmen, Jordan turns to see
Bl ondel | setting down her tray.

BLONDELL
They take you away to San C enente
Island. Half the guys quit when
t hey come back. Supposed to be
just hell-and-a-half.

JORDAN
That's what | hear.
BLONDELL
Can | ask you somethin', |ieutenant?

How cone you' re doing this? |
mean, we're kinda curi ous.

JORDAN
Who's "we"?
BLONDEL L
Just sonme of the wonen.
EXT. QUARTERDECK - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT
WALKI NG ACROSS THE BASE

JORDAN
| don't know if there's any single
reason. But ny father was Navy.
And he had this old-tine recruiting

poster in his den. 1t showed a
girl trying on a sailor's uniform
while saying, "Gee, | wsh | were
a man! 1'd join the Navy!"

( MORE)
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JORDAN ( CONT' D)
Was naybe 10 years old when | first
saw it, and even then it felt wong.
Made me mad. And | don't think a
nont h has gone by that | haven't
t hought about that poster. "Cee,
| wwish | were a man.”

BLONDEL L
|'ve been accused of that w sh.

JORDAN
The woman | saw you with..

BLONDEL L
Just a friend. W have friends,
t oo, you know.

JORDAN

But are there... | nmean, how many. ..
BLONDELL

More than you' d guess. It's just

that we don't hold coffee klatches.
If nore then three of us get

t oget her at any one tine, the guys
think it's sonme kind of uprising.

They | augh.
BLONDELL
Sounds funny now, but it's really
not. We have to be careful. The
Navy still knows how to put on a

Wi t ch- hunt.

Reachi ng the quarterdeck, they scan a nessage board.
Jordan finds a hal f-dozen phone slips for her.

JORDAN
Royce. .

I NT. GEORGETOWN APARTMENT - NI GHT

ROYCE
(i nto phone)
|"ve been trying you for five days.
Don't they give you nessages?

JORDAN (V. Q)
It's hard to find tinme to sleep
Royce. Muich | ess keep up with ny
phone |ife.

60.
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ROYCE
How hard they making it on you?

EXT. PHONE Kl OSK - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT

Jordan sighs and sl unps agai nst the phone ki osk.

to start?

ROYCE (V. Q)
That bad?

JORDAN
| feel like there's nmen here,
there's wonen here -- then there's
nmen. But hey, what'd | expect?

| NTERCUTTI NG JORDAN AND ROYCE:

ROYCE
VWll, not this. | was doing the
Pent agon scene few ni ghts ago.
Got sone fresh stuff -- about you
You nay be in a hostile canp. |
t hi nk sonmeone may be taking steps
to ensure that you crash and burn.

JORDAN
Me? Why ne?

ROYCE
Don't you know? How they're talking
about you?

JORDAN
| saw an article...

ROYCE
| can't walk two bl ocks in
Washi ngton wi t hout heari ng about
"Gl. Jane." You're all over the
pl ace, and whet her you wanted it
or not, the fem nists are sizing
you up for that poster.

Jordan's face sours with an errant thought.

JORDAN
So why are you telling ne this?
ROYCE
Bi g synbol s nake big targets,
Jordan. | think someone's gunning

for you.

61.

\Wher e
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JORDAN
You know, Royce, | got enough heat
on ne without you turning up the
jets, too.

ROYCE
l"monly trying to warn you in
case --

JORDAN
Vell, let ne warmyou: |'m going

t hough with this. The nore
everybody fucks with nme, fucks
with ny head, the nore it just
makes me want to finish. So don't
expect me back crying in your arns
any tinme soon, okay?

ROYCE
That's not what | want, Jordan. |
nmean... it is and it isn't...
JORDAN
Still can't nmake up your mind,
huh? Gotta go, Royce.
ROYCE
Jordan. You watch your ass.
JORDAN
Sure. 1'll join the crowd.

EXT. AIR STATI ON - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - NI GHT
A HELO WARMS UP on its pad.

Crew Si x approaches, garbed in black wetsuits, |oaded
down with weapons and rucksacks. Jordan is at the | ead.

| NT. HELO - NI GHT

The helo is airborne. Sitting on rucksacks, trainees
slather their faces with green canoufl age paint. Over
t he HOALI NG ROTORS

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO

Infiltrate... establish your hide-
site... record any novenent of
troops, vehicles, patrols -- any
activity inside your scan. |If you

are conpron sed, you have two
options! Newberry!
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Newberry is the new sixth man. He's young enough to still
have a hyperactive Adani s appl e.

NEWBERRY
Evasi ve maneuvers or radio for
energency extraction, sir!

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
If you are extracting, be damm
sure to follow procedures you have
| earned in your classroomtraining!
A hel o cannot extract you froma
wooded area! You nust bring it
down in a clearing! Wat's the
m ni mum cl earance for an MH 60
Bl ack Hawk, M:Cool ?

MCCOOL
32 feet, six inches, sir!

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
You will be penalized for early
extraction, but you will be
penal i zed nore for capture -- trust
nme, far nore! Survival! Evasion
Rescue! Evacuation! Wl conme to
S.ERE

EXT. OCEAN - NI GHT

The hel o swoops | ow over the water, noon sil houetting.
Bl ack figures helo-cast into the ocean.

| NT. HELO - NI GHT
Last out, Jordan is poised to foll ow when...

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO

Li eutenant! Don't back down!
Jordan | ooks back. "What the hell does that nean?"
O fering no elaboration, Pyro signals "GO " Jordan springs

clear. ..
EXT. OCEAN - N GHT

and knifes into black water.
The HELO PATTERS away.

An inky stillness overtakes the world.
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Jordan activates a red-1ight beacon, sweeps it around,
reveal i ng her position to...

Her crew. Five black faces regroup around her.

SLUTNI K
Feel right at honme, M:Cool ?

They secure weapons atop their waterproof rucksacks.
Jordan checks a heat-beari ng conpass.
JORDAN
(noddi ng direction)
Sout h-sout heast. And | don't want
to hear another word till we're
under gr ound.

Pushi ng rucksacks ahead of them they start sw mm ng
t owar ds. . .

A nmoonlit shoreline. Half-mle ahead.

EXT. ROCKY SHORELI NE - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - NI GHT
Jordan's crew reaches shall ow water. They deflate their
vests and rucksacks. Jordan trades her face nmask for

ni ght - vi si on goggl es.

NI GHT- VI SI ON POV: Sweeping the rocks. Nothing at first.
Then two "hostil es" appear, patrolling the rocks.

Jordan notions "down." Six faces sink from sight.

NI GHT- VI SI OV UNDERWATER POV: O the "hostile" patrol
novi ng on.

They resurface. On Jordan's cue, the crew sheds flippers
and begins scaling rocks. They've made | andfall.

EXT. H DE-SI TE MONTAGE - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - NI GHT

MONTAGE: Racing the conmi ng sun, Jordan's crew buil ds
their hide-site... digging feverishly... filling sand

bags... tel escoping open a roof pole, fanning out spars...
| ayi ng canvas roof panels into place... canouflaging the
panels... sprinkling sanitizing powder around the perineter

to ward of f ani mal s. | NTERCUT W TH. . .

A snake slithering across the ground. As it nears the
hi de-site...

A kni fe whacks its head off.
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Slutni k picks up the carcass, kicks dirt over the severed
head. No trace.

EXT. SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

CAMERA PANS the island, awash in norning |light. Wodlands
lie distant. A road is the only man-made feature -- unti
in FOREGROUND, we find a spotting scope poking fromthe

gr ound.

I NT. HI DE-SITE - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY
SCOPE POV: O the road. Fast-attack vehicles approach

MCCOOL
(peering into
scope)
Got two FAVs noving south. |
make. .. four banditos aboard,
carrying... H 60 machi ne guns...

Jordan REPEATS THE INFO into a digital tape-recorder,
adds the tine.

JORDAN
Newberry, get a photo. South?

CORTEZ
Entering ny scan now. ..

JORDAN
West ?

SLUTNI K
Cl ear.

JORDAN
Nort h?

FLEA
Cl ear.

SCOPE POV: O the FAVs di sappearing down the road.

CORTEZ
FAVs cl ear.

Everyone rel axes -- as nuch as six people can in a hole
five feet-wide. MCool opens up MREs (Meals Ready to
Eat) .

Slutni k guts his snake.
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MCCOCOL
You mind? |I'mtrying to eat here.
SLUTNI K
So am | .
Cortez finishes pissing into atin pot. He transfers the

waste to a zip-lock baggy, offers the pot.

CORTEZ
Anyone?

He | ooks at Jordan. She eyes the pot, tenpted and nettl ed
at the sane tine.

FLEA
Don't wanna evacuate 'cuz soneone
canme down with uric poisoning, el-
t ee.

Abruptly Jordan unzi ps, drops her pants, sticks the pot
under her. It raises eyebrows: |It's a far cry from when
she was covering up in cold water.

JORDAN
Didn't even bitch about the seat,
did |?
EXT. SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY
WDE VIEW As a |lone figure appears on foot.
I NT. HI DE-SITE - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY
MCCOOL
What the... Got an unknown here.
100 yards north-northeast.

They pile up at McCool's scope. Jordan bulls her way
t hr ough.

SCOPE POV: It's a wonen. Dressed in civilian clothes,
she collects firewod. And she's coning this way.
MCCOOL
She part of the training?
JORDAN
| don't know...
SLUTNI K

"She?" There's anot her one?

McCool takes a second | ook.
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SCOPE POV: OF THE WOMEN DRAW NG CLOSER. .. CLCSER... AND
finally | ooking dead-bang at us. She does an about-face
and wal ks away. Quickly.

MCCOOL
Shit. Think we're had.
CORTEZ
Snoke her.
MCCOOL
| ain't gonna shoot her.
CORTEZ
Only blanks. Lenme do it.
MCCOOL
(pushi ng hi m away)
Hey. AIn't your call, nan.
He | ooks to Jordan.
JORDAN

Pri One is to protect the m ssion
If she represents a real threat,
we have to do it.

Pl eased, Cortez slips his rifle under a roof panel.

JORDAN
(to McCool)
But did she see us? Do you know
for a fact that we are conprom sed?

McCool doesn't. Not for sure.

JORDAN
If not, firing will only give away
our position to hostiles in the
area. Now how smart is that?

MCCOOL
(a beat)
M ghta been civilian.

NEVBBERRY
They got regqul ar peeps on this
i sl and, don't they?

EXT. ROAD - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

The asphalt road shimmers with m dday heat. Suddenly a
TROOP CARRI ER ROARS over a rise.
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I NT. HI DE-SITE - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

SCOPE POV: O the troop carrier braking hard. "Hostiles"
spill out the rear -- and fan out all around us.

CORTEZ
(at scope)
Bandit os on the east perineter!
150 yards! Shit, she was part of
it!

MCCOOL
Fuck ne.

FLEA
What's the word, el-tee? W're
about one mnute froma nmajor take-
down here.

HOLD on Jordan, heart skipping. D d she really nake the
wrong call?

JORDAN
Al right, fire-and-evade naneuvers.
Drop everything but weapons and
the PRC radio -- we're gonna be
hi gh speed, |ow drag all the way
to the link-up site. Ready?

SLUTNI K
Sur e. Now she wants to shoot.

JORDAN
MOVE!

EXT. SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

They conme out of the hide-site |ike atom c |ocusts,
splintering into three groups and | ayi ng down SUPPRESSI VE
FIRE as they blitz for..

The woodl ands.

"Hostil es" FIRE and pursue.

Flea is running flat out when the ground vani shes beneath
him He goes down |ike a doped race horse. Suddenly
exposed, another crew scranbles into daylight: Flea ran
right over their hide-site.

Sl utni k yanks Fl ea out, gets himback on his feet.
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EXT. WOODS - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

69.

Breathing |i ke asthmatics, Jordan's crew regroups at the

link-up site just inside the woods. Flea cones in

hobbl ing. Badly.

SLUTNI K
This ain't workin' right!

MCCOOL
What's our go-to-shit plan, O Neil?

SLUTNI K
This ain't even workin' w ong!

A beat as Jordan deli berates. She doesn't want to go out

li ke this.

FLEA
Really don't wanna be captured, el-
tee. Heard sone bad things.

JORDAN
Fuck.
(snat ching the
radi o)
Basher-Basher, this is Gound Crew
Si X requesting emergency extraction.
Stand by for a PRC fix...

EXT. SKY - DAY
As a helo pirouettes in mdair.

EXT. WOODS - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

Jordan's crew | opes through the woods, searching for a

place to bring the helo down. Right on their heels...
ARTI LLERY SI MULATORS THUMP- THUMP- THUMP, il | umi nati on
GRENADES POP and flare. This may not be war, but it'l]l

do until the real thing comes al ong.

| NT. HELO - DAY

PILOT"S POV: Buzzing treetops, searching.
EXT. WOODS - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY
ON THE RUN

MCCOOL
32 feet, six inches!
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JORDAN

[*"mlookin', I'mlookin!

Finally they break into a clearing. 1Is it big enough?

JORDAN

' Cool ?
MCCOOL

(doesn't care)
Snmoke it!

Jordan chucks a snoke grenade.
| NT. HELO - DAY

PILOT"S POV: Yell ow snoke rises fromthe woods. W swoop
toward it.

EXT. CLEARI NG I N WOCODS - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

Whirling snoke, the helo descends. Jordan's crew breaks
early, trying to get there the instant it touches down.

But before they can..

An FAV crashes through the underbrush, M 60s BARKING in
the helo's direction. The hel o bounds away.

Jordan's crew tries to retreat -- but a second FAV cuts
t hem of .

| NT. HELO - DAY

PILOT"S POVv: O the action below, grow ng snaller and
smal l er: Jordan's crew. Surrounded. Laying down weapons.
Capt ur ed.

EXT. WOODS - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

JORDAN S POV: Brush sl apping her face.

Crew Six is being hauled through the woods, hands tied
back, boots around their necks, pulled al ong by...

The captors. W assune they're instructors in canoufl age
paint -- but we're noving so fast it's inpossible to be
sure.

EXT. P.OW CAWP - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

A P.OW canp, disturbingly authentic. A dozen trainees
are already here, held in pens of banboo and barbed-w re.
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Fl ea, McCool, Slutnik, Cortez, Newberry -- all five get
tossed into a pen. Jordan is pulled away.

FLEA
Where are you... HEY! \Were are
you taking her?

EXT. BOXES - P.OW CAWMP - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

Jordan is thrown to the ground. Her eyes go w de when
she sees a row of steel boxes nearby. They're scarcely
| arger then coffins.

INT. BOX - P.OW CAMP - DAY

Hands push Jordan inside the box. She has to curl up
fetally just to fit.

JORDAN
How | ong?
(no answer)
Pl ease, HOW LONG?

The LI D BANGS cl osed. A LOCK RATCHETS, FOOTSTEPS RETREAT
Dayl i ght sheets in through ventilation slats.
When her eyes adjust, Jordan finds nmarkings on the |id

and walls. Scratchings nade with a nail. The nenoirs of
previ ous tenants.

JORDAN
"Don't know how nmuch | can take"...
"Alittle taste of death"... "Save
the nail"...
(then the rea
ki ck- in-the-
t eet h)

"It's been three days now'...
EXT. P.OW CAMP - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - NI GHT
As "hostiles" pull Flea out of the pen.
INT. BOX - P.OW CAWP - N GHT

A BANG NG wakes Jordan. Are they comng for her? But
FOOTSTEPS LEAVE. A GROAN fromthe adjacent box.

JORDAN
W is it?
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WCKWRE (O S.)
(a beat)
You know, | had an apartnent about
this size once.

JORDAN
W ck. They got your crew, too?

WCKWRE (O S.)
I ntagliata was out chasing
breakfast. They found his tracks.

Vell, shit.
A beat.
JORDAN
You really cane back for nore? O
t hi s?

WCKWRE (O S.)
When | was sittin' behind a desk
i n Washi ngton, it nade sense,
sonehow. Blane it on ny big
brother. He was Spec-Recon. And
the stories he used to tell..

JORDAN
If you got a good one, Wock...

72.

Anything to get her mnd off this box. Qut of this box.

Now | NTERCUT Jordan and Wckwire, lying |ike fraterna

twins in their wonbs of steel:

W CKW RE
One tinme he was doi ng a rekkie of
t he Li byan coastline. This is,
li ke, right before we bonbed
Khadaffi into the past tense. So
his crew does a nighttine infil,
maps all the big artillery
pl acenents and stuff, then turns
around to get the hell gone. But
bet ween them and the water are
five Libyan guards, all arned to

t he nuts.
JORDAN
They had to kill 'en?
W CKW RE

Nah, they were dead-ass asl eep.
( MORE)
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W CKW RE ( CONT' D)
But on every guard's chest,they
| eft one Marl boro cigarette. Just
alittle calling card to say they'd
been there -- and coul d cone back
any tinme they wanted.

JORDAN
That's a good story.

W CKW RE
So the shit you gotta go through?
To get fromhere to there? Brother
said it was worth it. Wrth the
training... worth the divorce..
wor t h anyt hi ng.

JORDAN
He was narri ed?

W CKW RE
At first.

JORDAN

You got anybody, Wck?

W CKW RE
Not ne. You?

It hurts to think about it. The Potonmac. The gunkhol e
har bor. Royce.

W CKW RE
O Neil?

JORDAN
How d you nmake it last time, Wck?
How d you get through this part?

W CKW RE
(a beat)
Last tine | didn't.

JORDAN
(jarred)
Let's keep talkin', Wck. Just
keep talkin' to ne..

EXT. NEWSSTAND - WASHI NGTON D. C. - DAY

Royce stops for a newspaper. As he pays, sonething el se
catches his eye. He picks up..
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A "Peopl e" nagazine. The grainy imge of "G 1. Jane"
fills the cover. A photo inset, nuch clearer, shows a
beam ng DeHaven. "BEH ND EVERY GREAT WOMAN.. ."

ROYCE
(shaki ng head)
Suitable for framng...

INT. CORRIDOR - N.|.C - DAY

ROYCE
Got time for a brain-pick?

Readi ng as he wal ks, a fornmer Cl A spook | ooks up to find
Royce in lockstep. It surprises him Not many peopl e
here talk to him-- unless they're in trouble. THE SPOOK
is physically unrenarkabl e except for a face that woul d
be right at hone on Easter Island: This is a nan who's

seen nost of the world' s ills -- and forgotten none.
THE SPOCK
Subj ect ?
ROYCE

O Neil, Jordan

THE SPOCK
Thought you two were file-closed.

ROYCE
You knew about us?

THE SPOCK
Sorry. Thought you knew | knew.

I NT. SITUATION ROOM - N.1.C - DAY

Royce and the Spook enter. The vault-Ilike door closes
enphatically. Ensuring their privacy:
ROYCE
Conputer -- no transcription, no
comlink, no data-link. In fact...
shut - down sequence O0- Ni ner-0- 8,

mar k.

Al'l around, screens go bl ank, phone lights extinguish.
They sit at the conference table. No Conputer. No files.

Just two guys doi ng headwor k.
THE SPOCK

Al right. So who stands to gain
if Jordan flanes out in a big way?
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ROYCE
The E-Ringers? Full integration
i's gonna cost the services billions
at the worst possible tinme -- when
Congress is already sw nging the
axe.

THE SPOCK

(agreei ng)
Congress cuts, mlitary bl eeds.
But Pentagon's a big place. Let's
narrow t he sights.

ROYCE
The Navy? They've made it clear
they don't want to pull mssiles
out of subs to nmake room for wonen's
heads. What's it gonna cost to
nmake a fleet of Trident's co-ed?

THE SPOCK
Sabot age born of econoni cs?
Wul dn't be a first. But is Hayes
really going to start his watch
with such a public failure?

ROYCE
Possi bly. Just to spite DeHaven

THE SPOCK
Hmtm Let's ai m higher.

Royce blinks. "Wat's higher?"
THE SPOCK

The White House. |f Jordan wi ns,
DeHaven wi ns in spades. \Wy?

Wll, it's been said that the only
man the President fears -- ain't
no nan.

ROYCE
The first fenmal e President?

THE SPOCK
Don't for a second think she didn't
|l eak this story. "G 1. Jane" gives

DeHaven a synbol that taps into
t he bi ggest constituency of them
all.

ROYCE
Wnen.

75.
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THE SPOCK
If you were the President, wouldn't
that put a little piss in your
shoes?

ROYCE
| don't know.  Seens...

THE SPOCK
This ain't about sone little sol dier
girl sloggin' her way through
commando school. The inplications
go way beyond.

ROYCE
Christ, | don't want to see her
take a fall. She thinks | do,
but . ..
THE SPOOK
| take it this file is still open.
ROYCE

(shapi ng hi s words)
Even tough | don't talk to her

every day -- | still talk to her
every day. Know what | nean?
THE SPOCK
(noddi ng)

Ckay, so now work it fromthe other
end. Think about California --

and how t hings m ght be handl ed

t here.

ROYCE
| don't...
(scoffing)
What, soneone on base? A "nole"?

THE SPOCK
This is what you get for brain-
pi cking an old CI A spook. but if
| needed to control the outcone of
this test case, that's how I'd do
it. A man-in-place. Makes
everything very controll abl e.

INT. BOX - P.OW CAMP - DAY

JORDAN S POV: The box opening. Daylight assaulting us,
bl owi ng out our eyes. D senbodied hands pulling us out.
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EXT. P.OW CAMP - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY

Legs hobbl ed, uniform soiled, Jordan is | ed past a row of
huts. She | ooks |ike she got hit by a train -- and got
back up.

JORDAN S POV:  VISION STILL BLOAN OQUT. BUT I NSI DE THE

pen, we nake out 40 trai nees now One guy wings out a
sock and drinks fromit.

Jordan noves past huts. VOLATILE VA CES spill out as
trai nees get interrogated.

JORDAN S POV: CQutside one hut, we see Flea. At |east we
think it's him Strapped face-down to a table, sobbing
quietly, he wears a slinky dress and whore's nakeup.

They broke him-- and it's an ugly, ugly sight.

I NT. | NTERROGATI ON HUT - P.O W CAMP - DAY

THE CHI EF
What is your father's name?

Jordan seated. Prowing the hut is her interrogator.
Her tornentor. Her chaperon through Hell.

THE CHI EF
Si npl e question, lieutenant. No
reason not to answer. Wat is
your father's name?

JORDAN
"Dad. "

THE CHI EF
Any brothers? Sisters?

JORDAN
Di ck, Jane, and Spot.

THE CHI EF
Are you hungry? What's your
favorite food? W'IIl try to get
it for you.

JORDAN
Green Eggs and Ham  You' re not
going to get anywhere. You m ght
as well put nme in the cage.

THE CHI EF
You are in the cage, ONeil. Right
here, right now.



It
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JORDAN
Should | be afraid?

THE CHI EF
Ri ght down to your worthl ess wonb,
and I'Il tell you why. This is ny

island. M world. And here | can
get away with shit that woul d get
ne arrested anywhere else in the
worl d. Take anot her scan of ny
little joy- boy outside. |If | can
do that to a Navy Seal, what's
gonna happen to you? Huh?

makes Jordan think -- and yes, it makes her

Conti nui ng the psychol ogi cal strip-search:

THE CHI EF
Why didn't you shoot the wonman,
O Neil?

JORDAN

Wasn't deened a threat.

THE CHI EF
She led us right to you. That's
no threat?

78.

af rai d.

Jordan rubs her head. So |long ago. How did the call
cone down?

THE CHI EF
Wul d you have shot if it was a
man?
JORDAN
No. Yes. | nean, depends on --
THE CHI EF

The others already told ne, O Neil
They wanted to shoot, but you

woul dn't Iet them Because you
went soft on another wonen --

JORDAN
That's not right.

THE CHI EF
That's what your crew said. Are
they lying? O are you?

JORDAN
| think you're the liar



Converted to PDF by ww.. screental k. org 79.

THE CHI EF
" mnot the one who got five good
nmen thrown in a banboo cage. You
wear the bars, you made the call,
and you got your whole crew --

JORDAN
We didn't know we were conprom sed
Firing would only've given away
our position.

THE CHI EF
You think we should go easy on
worren, O Neil ?

She stares a beat, knowing it's a | oaded questi on.

THE CHI EF
Do you?

JORDAN
No.

THE CHI EF

I"mso glad we agree.

Wth stunning ferocity, he grabs her by the neck, pushes
her out the door..

EXT. P.OW CAMP - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - DAY
and throws her onto a table.

In the pens, all faces turn to watch. Even instructors
stop what they're doing as...

The Chi ef pushes Jordan's head down and jans up behind
her.

THE CHI EF
Didn't you know you'd be raped if
you were captured? Didn't you
even think about that?

JORDAN
Sure. Just |ike your men do.

THE CHI EF
| think we oughtta practice it,
just so you know what to expect.

He flips her over, rips off her belt, starts tearing open
her pants.
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JORDAN
Shoul d I practice bl eeding, too,
sir? Wuld that make me a better
sol di er?

He covers her nmouth -- her whole face -- with one hand.

THE CHI EF
(to the nen)
Any of you can stop this! Just
give ne the location of one nore
hi de- site, and it ends right herel

I N THE PEN:

SLUTNI K
(wi de- eyed)
Soneone's trippin' out here..

The Chief jerks Jordan up, whirls her around |ike a dead
dance partner, slans her face-first into the pen to give
t he guys a good | ook at what's happening to that pretty
face.

THE CHI EF
Three crews are still on this island
sonmewhere. Who knows where?

The nen trade itchy | ooks. Sone do know.

JORDAN
Don't do it, don't do it..

The Chief throws her down |i ke garbage.

THE CHI EF
Who's gonna tell me? Who's gonna
be chival rous and stop this abuse?
What, you want to see her get
maul ed? Is that it?

The nen shift anxiously. Should they talk? Behind the
Chi ef, Jordan staggers to her feet.

JORDAN
Don't tell himshi --

The Chief whirls, decks her a crescent-Kkick. | nstructors
lurch forward instinctively.

THE CHI EF
(wavi ng t hem back)

She's finel
( MORE)
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THE CHI EF ( CONT' D)
(squatting beside)
When | put you down, O Neil, take
the hint and stay down.

She licks her bloody teeth -- and considers kicking his
balls into his brainpan. Instead she makes a nove to get
up. He grinds her back down with a crowbar forearm
THE CHI EF
(for her ears
only)
| am saving your life, O Neil
You may not know it, but | do.

You're an inferior soldier, a bad
officer, and I don't want you

| earni ng that inconvenient truth
when you're stuck in a nuddy bonb
crater behind eneny |ines and don't
know how the fuck to get out. You
get out now, O Neil. Seek life

el sewhere. And if you can't do it
in front of nme, do it behind ny
back.

Pi nning her down with just his eyes, he rises -- and starts
awnay.

Behind him Jordan struggles to ri se.

An ANXI QUS MJURMUR races through the men: They don't want
to see this. They don't want to see her crucified.

MCCOOL
Down... stay down...

Hearing, the Chief turns back to see...

Jordan wobbling to her feet.

Eye- | ock.
JORDAN
Fuck you and the boat you rode in
on. Sir.
TI GHT on the faces of her crewmates -- Slutnik, Cortez,
McCool. In their eyes, a new respect. The Chief see it.
I nstructors see it. Everyone does.
THE CHI EF

(to instructors)
W' re done here.
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Beat en, he wal ks right out of canp.
Wor dl ess, instructors open the pens, unl ock the boxes.

Wckwire rises like a vanpire in daylight. But this tine
he made it.

A nmedic tries to help Jordan, but she pushes hi m away,
wal ki ng drunkenly for..

Fl ea. She begins w ping the nmakeup from his face.

JORDAN
Make you a deal, Flea. Never tel
me how | look -- and I'Ill never

tell you.
EXT. PIERS - SAN CLEMENTE | SLAND - SUNSET

The Chi ef chucks gear onto a transport boat. FOOTSTEPS
approach. He knows it's Pyro.

THE CHI EF
You don't think she'd be raped if
she were captured? You don't think
the threat of rape would be used
to | everage the nen?

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
You broke a dozen training rules

back there -- before | |ost count.
THE CHI EF
|"ve had it. Just because they

pay me |ike a baby-sitter doesn't
mean |' m gonna be one.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
She's a trainee, just like the
others. Wy are you com ng down
so hard?

THE CHI EF
She's an officer. There's a higher
st andar d.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
She's a wonren, and that's why you're
ridin" her bareback.

THE CHI EF
O course it is.
( MORE)
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THE CHI EF ( CONT' D)
And |' m gonna stay on her until
everyone realizes this is not sone
bul I shit equal -rights thing, that
real |ives are gonna be | ost.
Maybe m ne, maybe yours.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
| oughtta report you.

THE CHI EF
| think you probably would -- if
you didn't know I was right.

EXT. STREET - WASHI NGTON D. C. - DAY

As a |linpb noves -- heads for the Capitol building.
| NT. DEHAVEN S LI MO - DAY

DeHaven snags a BUZZI NG PHONE

DEHAVEN
Yes?

DEHAVEN S AIDE (V.Q)
(anxi ous)
Did you hear?

DEHAVEN
She made it through S.E. R E.
training. Got a call this norning
from--

DEHAVEN S AIDE (V.Q.)
Not that. The White House just
announced that it was sponsoring
| egi slation that would, in one
stroke, void all renmining el enents
of the 1948 Conbat Excl usion Laws.

The phone suddenly wei ghts a ton, DeHaven dunps it on the
seat beside her. HOLD on her disbelieving face.

DEHAVEN S AIDE (V.Q)
You there? Senator?

I NT. CORRIDOR - PENTAGON - DAY

Hand-carrying a report, Flag Oficer #1 hurries down a
corridor, pushes through a door. HOLD on the door marker:
"Secretary of the Navy."
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I NT. SECNAV OFFI CE - PENTAGON - DAY

HAYES
Wthout telling us they do this?
Wth absolutely no lead tine?

At his desk, Hayes scans the report with a deepening frown.

FLAG OFFI CER #1
(to Hayes)
M. Secretary, if this bill
passes. . .

FLAG OFFI CER #2
Forget our three-year plan. They're

rushing the cadence. W' Il be
forced to reorgani ze the Navy from
top to bottom-- overnight.

HAYES

VWhat the hell is the President
trying to do? Steal DeHaven's
t hunder ?

FLAG OFFI CER #1
| think it's nore inportant, sir,
to decide what we're going to do --
since it's apparent this issue is
not going away quietly.

HAYES
"G Il. Jane." And which one of you
told ne she wouldn't | ast a week?
Huh?

The flags squirm Shaking his head, Hayes noves to a
w ndow that offers a stunning view of Arlington National
Cenetery.

HAYES
20 years in the Pentagon, | finally
rate an office with a w ndow - -
and it | ooks out over the world's
| argest graveyard. Think it's a
si gn?

EXT. GRINDER - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - N GHT

The bel |l. It reflects the nbon. TILT DOMWN to reveal a
new batch of helnmets -- the casualties of S ERE A
graveyard of its own.
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EXT. THE EXCHANGE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - N GHT

Jordan exits with purchases. Her face is still bruised
fromS. ERE Wth a mnute to kill, she peruses a
bull etin board casually. But a RAISED VA CE | eads her
eyes to...

Wckwire. At a phone kiosk, he hangs up enphatically.
He | ooks flustered when he spots Jordan.

JORDAN
Sorry, didn't nean to --

W CKW RE
That's okay. Just an ex-girlfriend.
And know | renenber why.

JORDAN
First big night of liberty and no
date? You're pathetic, Wckwre.

W CKW RE
Maybe I'11 just head over to McFP's
with the others, have a drink or
four. Don't wanna cone, do you?

JORDAN
(touchi ng brui ses)
| can't go out. Not like this.

W CKW RE
| think you | ook beautiful.

JORDAN
Thanks for lying. But you' re the
class officer, Wck, and it'd just
be weird if we hook up. Besides...

Cat ching up, Blondell exits the exchange.

BLONDELL
Sorry. Forgot | needed oregano
and. .

She sees W ckw re. An awkward beat for them all

JORDAN
Do you, uh, know...

W CKW RE
Sure, sure.
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JORDAN
We're going over to her place to
make sal ad and pasta. Just, you
know, nothi ng speci al .

W CKW RE
Ckay. Well... thought I'd ask.

Jordan and Bl ondell head for the parking lot. HOLD on
Wckw re, |ooking after them Thinking it through.

I NT. CLASSROOM - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Charts are bei ng passed around the room Every trainee
t akes one, including Jordan.

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS

under wat er det onati on devi ces
enpl oy nmechani cal tiners, and as
such, they are subject to variances
due to water tenperature. That's
why when cl earing mnes, we always
use two tiners. The charts now
bei ng passed out contain
cal cul ati ons you rnust nenori ze
before. ..

A MLITARY COP fills the classroom doorway. Frowning,
Johns joins the cop for a private discussion.

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS
O Neil?

JORDAN
Sir?

| NSTRUCTOR JOHNS
You're wanted at the C. O 's.

INT. C O'S QUTER OFFI CE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Jordan enters. The yeoman's desk is unattended. Noticing
the X. O 's door open, Jordan peers inside to find...

Bl ondell. She | ooks scared out of her mnd. Before she
and Jordan can speak, the yeonan materiali zes.
YEOVAN
This way, lieutenant. They're

expecting you.
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INT. C O'S OFFI CE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

JORDAN
See ne, sir?

The C. O and X.O are both here.

C O
(unconfort abl e)
| don't know of any delicate way
to say this, lieutenant, so | won't
try. Cains have been nade that
you have engaged in fraternization --
of the same-sex variety.
Specifically, that you were...
(readi ng)
. seen | eaving the apartnent of
another fermal e officer at such a
time and in such a manner as to
suggest conduct unbecom ng."

JORDAN
(a beat, | aughi ng
in relief)

Sir, if sonmeone is suggesting that
|'"ma | esbian, they' re wong.

The C.O's face remains grim He isn't relieved.

JORDAN
They're very wong. And I'd |ike
to know where you got this
i nf or mati on.

On the C.O's nod, the X. O opens an adjoining office.
Wckwire enters. He's stiff as a groomon a weddi ng cake.
W CKW RE
l"msorry, ONeil. But as class

officer, it's ny obligation to
report all violations.

JORDAN
This is insane. You' ve got no
pr oof .

C O

(fromreport)
You were seen | eaving Ensign
Bl ondel | ' s apartnent at
approxi mately 0-200, whereupon
physi cal affections were exchanged
I n public.
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JORDAN
W hugged.

C. O
I n addition, you have been seen
frequenting the base exchange, the
mess hall, the --

JORDAN
Because the nen didn't want ne
eating with them Jesus Christ,
let's get this right.

C O
That' s enough. Everybody.
(to Wckwi re)
Rej oi n your class, |ieutenant.

W CKW RE
(only to Jordan)
Il wish | didn't have to do this,

Jor dan.
C. O
Di sm ssed, |ieutenant.
Wckwire exits.
JORDAN
Sir, I just want you to know t hat

this is either a gross m stake --
or soneone's vindictive bullshit.
In no way did anyt hi ng happen

bet ween Ensi gn Bl ondell and nysel f.
We're just friends.

C O
So you're sayi ng the charges have
no validity what soever?

Jordan opens her nmouth to confirm-- and hesitates,
realizing where this mght be headed. Wat the coll atera
damage m ght be.

JORDAN
" msaying, we're just friends.

C O
| find this as distasteful as you,
lieutenant. But if it's on ny

desk, it's on ny shoul ders.
( MORE)
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C. O (CONT' D)
There's going to be an inquiry --
it will not be quick and it wll
definitely not be pretty. You
shoul d prepare yourself.

JORDAN
Sir, please... if there's any way
to do this without draggi ng everyone
t hrough the nud. ..

C. O
| don't see how, O Neil. D sm ssed.

Jordan noves to the door. Again she nakes eye-cont act
with Blondell. Now we understand why she's so scared:
There's a w tch-hunt brew ng.

JORDAN
(turni ng back)
Sir. If tonorrow... | was not
under your command... would the
inquiry still go forward?
C O

"' mnot sure what --

JORDAN
Whul d you have the discretion to
end it right then and there?

She's offering her own head on a silver platter -- and
the C. O actually hesitates before answeri ng.

C. O
| believe so.

EXT. GRI NDER - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY
McCool and Flea exit a classroomw th other trainees.
They spot Jordan approachi ng.

MCCOOL
So what'd he want? O Neil ?

She passes themrobotically. Flea realizes where she's
goi ng.

FLEA
Ch, no... no, no, no, no...

They lurch after her, grabbing her, stepping in her way.
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THE CHI EF
St and f ast!

McCool and Flea jerk to a stop: The Chief has energed
fromthe instructor's office. Helpless, they watch as...

Jordan nmounts the stairs to the bell... takes up the
baton... and HHTS THE BELL |i ke a tyko drunmer.

RING ONE: On the pained faces of her crewmtes.

RING TWOO On the Chief. Taking no joy in it. Just
accepting it as inevitable.

EXT. THE QUARTERDECK - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Rl NG THREE: On Wckwire as he wal ks across the base.
Hi s regrets are obvi ous.

FADE QUT.
FADE | N:
EXT. UPRIVER - THE POTOVAC - DAY

The ice floes are gone. The river banks are buddi ng green.
Soon CAMERA FINDS a power boat naking its way upriver. A
|l one figure sits on the prow.

EXT. PONER BOAT - DAY

It's Jordan. Dressed in civvies, gunnysack between her
| egs, she's back in Virginia with nothing nore than what
she left with. Around a river bend appears...

The gunkhol e harbor. Hone.
EXT. GUNKHOLE HARBOR - POTOVAC - DAY

The boat docks. Jordan springs clear, waves a worn-out
t hanks, starts up the dock. But now she cones to a stop,
seei ng. ..

Royce. Stepping out of the house.

EXTREMELY W DE: River shimering behind them they neet
on the dock. A charged stand-off: Were do they pick
up?

Can they pick up? Then Jordan drops her gunnysack and
steps into his wide-spread arns. Royce waps her up as
if to never |let go.
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For the first time in this whole ordeal, Jordan begins
cryi ng, sobbing uncontroll ably.

ROYCE
(in her ear)
| want to kill them.. | want to
kill the guys who nade you cry
I

i ke this..
| NT. COVERED PORCH - JORDAN S HOUSE - SUNSET
An hour later. Sharing a quiet nonent, Jordan and Royce

cradle tea nmugs while sitting on the rear porch that
overl ooks the Potonac and a fiery sunset.

JORDAN
Al I wanted was an honest chance.
And If | couldn't get it, | couldn't
st ay.

ROYCE
And this class officer...
"Wckwire." You think he was just
trying to get even? Striking back
for...

JORDAN

Maybe. Though it didn't seem|i ke
he was getting any satisfaction
out of it. Al nost like...

(a beat)
Did I say he was class officer?

ROYCE
Al nost |i ke soneone put himup to
it. GCkay, who?

JORDAN
No shortage of suspects.

ROYCE
The Chief? O mybe even
Turrentine? Your C.O?

She | ooks at hi m si del ong.
JORDAN
Royce. Tell ne you didn't keep a
file on ne.
I NT. LIVING ROOM - JORDAN S HOUSE - DAY

CLOSE on multiple files being pulled out of a briefcase.
One contains clippings -- "G 1. Jane" photos, editorials,
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political cartoons. Another holds records of Coronado

personnel -- Jordan's crewmates, instructors, the base
br ass.
ROYCE
Sonebody was yankin' your stings,
Jordan -- naybe from 3,000 mles
away. | wanted to know who. |
still do.

She shakes her head, resisting.

ROYCE
C non, Jordan. Do t he headwor k
with nme

JORDAN

It's done with, Royce. Let it go.

ROYCE
Soneone screwed you over |ike this,
| eft unanswered charges hangi ng
over your head, and you're not
gonna fight back?

JORDAN
I"mtired of fighting back. |
just wanted to cone hone and be
saf e and have you here and the
river there and just forget the
rest of the world, okay?

ROYCE
Well, before you craw off to die,
Jordan, give ne five m nutes of
good headwor k.

Agi tated, she wal ks away. B. G, a PHONE RINGS until the
machi ne pi cks up

ROYCE
(pulling a file)
"John Janes Urgayle.” The Chief.

JORDAN
What about him

JORDAN
I nstructors typically pull three
year assignnents. This guy's in
and out in one year -- your year.
That sound right?



Converted to PDF by ww.. screental k. org 93.

JORDAN
Sounds |i ke an amazi ng coi nci dence.

ROYCE
O |like nmaybe he was baby sitting
a problemchild for the Navy.

JORDAN
| don't know, | don't care.

ROYCE
well, pardon ne if |1 do. Now who
el se? Wio coul d' ve | everaged a
class officer like that? C non,
Jordan, keep your head in the gane.

UNDER DI ALOG, we hear sone of the | NCOM NG CALL

DEHAVEN S AIDE (V. Q)

just got word today. The
Senator wants you to know t hat
she's disturbed by the matter, and
she'll be looking into it carefully
to make sure you were treated
fairly. If you need to reach us,
we' re here in Washi ngton, 202-224-
3121.

A HANG UP. Sonething stirs in Jordan's nenory.

JORDAN
"I'n Washington..."

ROYCE
What ?

JORDAN

W ckw re said he was dry-docked in
Washi ngt on between stints at
Cor onado. .

We can see her mnd gathering speed. Royce switches files
qui ckly.

ROYCE
"W ckw re, Thonas Dane"... Second
run at Coronado... and correct,

t hey had hi mstashed in the
"Appropriation Liaison Ofice,"”
what ever that is.



| NT.
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JORDAN
You don't crap out of Spec-Recon
and get another shot wi thout
di spensation from soneone up in
flag country.
(a revel ation)
He's got a Sea Daddy sonewhere.

ROYCE
|'d sure like to know who.

JORDAN
Yeah. M too.

ADM NI STRATI ON - CORONADO NAVAL BASE -

ANSVEERI NG A PHONE

| NT.

BLONDELL
Adm ni stration, Ensign Bl ondell

JORDAN (V.Q.)
Don't say ny nane.

BLONDELL
Who' s. ..
(bri ghtening)
Li euten --

JORDAN (V. Q)
O rank. But can you do ne a favor
and pull a transfer order?

BLONDELL
Ckay, but... You didn't have to do
what you did. Not for ne.

JORDAN (V. Q)
(appreciative)
"Wckw re, Thonas Dane." See what
you can find.

ADM NI STRATI ON - CORONADO NAVAL BASE -

File in hand, Blondell returns to the phone.

BLONDELL
Got it.

JORDAN (V. Q)
Who signed as his "sponsoring
of ficer"?

94.
DAY
CUT TO
DAY
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BLONDEL L
Uh... don't see it. There's no
signature. But hang on -- there's
a note to "See Addendum "

Checki ng. ..

She finds a crisp sheet of stationary, out of place anong
t he sneared governnent forms.

BLONDEL L
Ww. . .

JORDAN (V. Q)
What' d you find, Kathy?

CLOSE on the stationary. It bears an inage of the Capitol
done.

MATCH CUT TGO
EXT. CAPITOL BLDG - WASHI NGTON D. C. - DAY

The real Capitol donme. A flag is being raised over the
Senat e W ng.

EXT. CAPITOL BDLG - WASHI NGTON D. C. - DAY

A car parks at barricades. Jordan and Royce energe, both
i n uniforns.

D.C. COP
Don't even dream about | eaving
t hat vehicle there.

ROYCE
Governnent car -- towit if you
want. Just point us to DeHaven's
office first.

Not waiting for directions, Jordan takes the Capitol steps
two at a tinme. W've seen this |ook on her face before --
and last time, she nearly knocked the grinder bell into
orbit.

I NT. CORRIDOR - CAPITOL BLDG - DAY

Jordan and Royce nove qui ckly down a corridor, eyes

hunti ng, passing CAPI TOL GUIDES and their tourists. Soon
they find...

DeHaven's office. A Navy captain exits with paperwork.

Hasty sal utes
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ROYCE
Capt' n.

NAVY CAPTAI N
Conmmander .

The captain noves on. Royce holds in the doorway a beat,
nmenory nagging him Again he | ooks at...

The captain. He has a distinct bald spot.

ROYCE
(to Jordan)
Cet started here. [1'Ill catch up

Pi cking up where he left off a few weeks ago, Royce foll ows
Bal d Spot around a corner...

I NT. PRI VATE STAI RCASE - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY
down a private staircase..
I NT. ANOTHER CORRI DOR - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

and t hrough a door narked "Naval Appropriation Liaison
Ofice." 1It's not 30 seconds from DeHaven's door.

I NT. FOYER - DEHAVEN S OFFI CE - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

SECRETARY
Your nane agai n?

JORDAN
Lieutenant j.g. O Neil

In a side office, DeHaven's ai de overhears. He rises
qui ckly and enters the foyer.

DEHAVEN S Al DE
Ms. ONeil. Yes, of course. [|I'm
Dougl as Chanpeau. Unfortunately,
the Senator is in chanber right
now. How can | hel p you?

JORDAN
What chanber? Wiich way is that?

DEHAVEN S Al DE
| nmean, she's on the floor of the
Senat e.

JORDAN
Okay, which way?
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DEHAVEN S Al DE
She really can't be disturbed.
But if you care to wait, I'Il find
you an office with a phone. It
m ght be several hours, but --

A TOURI ST pokes in.

TOURI ST
"Scuse ne, but I'mhere to pick up
gallery tickets? Are you...

DEHAVEN S Al DE
See the secretary, please.

Over the aide's shoul der, Jordan watches as..

The tourist clains tickets. HOLD on the bureau near the
secretary's desk where the tickets are stored.

| NT. SENATE CHAMBER - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

On the chanber floor, SENATORS null about, consulting

ai des, polling party mates. PAGES pl ace m crophones and
fill the cerenopnial snuff boxes, readying the roomfor
session. Anmong the activity, we find...

DeHaven. Caucusing wi th anot her Denocrat.

JORDAN (O S.)
Senat or DeHaven. ..

DeHaven | ooks behind her. Nobody.

JORDAN
DeHaven. .

Now she | ooks up to behol d..

Jordan standing in the gallery. Staring down on DeHaven
as she is, it's hard to read anything into her expression
but open di sdai n.

Drawn by Jordan's voice, a CAPI TOL GUARD hurries down the
gal l ery steps. Royce runs interference.

JORDAN
W can talk here or we can tal k
out si de, Senat or. You tell ne.

On the floor, half the U S. Senate stops what it's doing
and | ooks up.



Converted to PDF by ww.. screental k. org 98.

In the gallery, the guard is thrown off-bal ance by the
naval uniforns: Do Royce and Jordan bel ong here or not?
Confused, he | ooks for guidance from.

DeHaven. She notes C SPAN caneras sw ngi ng Jordan's way.
SUMMONI NG A PAGE
DEHAVEN
Cloak room |I'Ill neet her there.
Just her.
| NT. CLOAK ROOM - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

Toweri ng doors swi ng open. DeHaven appears, face pl easant
but harri ed.

DEHAVEN
Jordan. | always hoped we'd get
toget her -- though just now I'm
gearing up for a child-care vote
that --

JORDAN

Li eut enant Thonmas W ckwi re.
About to hug Jordan, DeHaven stops awkwardly.

JORDAN
You know hi m

DEHAVEN
Sounds fam i ar.

JORDAN
It should. You nom nated himfor
Spec- Recon just three days after
you nom nated ne.

DEHAVEN
Jordan. M ght we do this over
| unch tomorrow? | do very nuch

want to talk, but nowis scarcely --

JORDAN
Did you set ne up? Did you set ne
up just to see ne fail?

DEHAVEN
Absol utely not.

DeHaven gl ances back at the doors to the Senate chanmber --
t he open doors. Wl king Jordan a few steps away:
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DEHAVEN
Wckwire was there to help. To be
nmy eyes on the inside, to nake
sure you were getting a fair shot.
At | east that was the intent.

JORDAN

What changed?
DEHAVEN

Shoul d probably ask himthat.
JORDAN

If I have to ask again, Senator
"1l be asking in front of cameras

It's a threat DeHaven doesn't appreci ate.
DOORKEEPER appears.

DOORKEEPER
Madam Senat or? Your esteened
col | eagues are requesting --

DEHAVEN

Two seconds, \Walter.

(answering Jordan)
In 1981, the Suprenme Court was
asked to rule on the issue of wone
i n conbat positions. The Court
cited the 1948 Conbat Excl usion
Laws as a |l egal foundation for
keepi ng wonen ineligible. That
deci sion held for all these years
until the White House, 10 days
ago, noved to have the Excl usion
Laws voi ded. To denolish that
| egal foundati on.

JORDAN
So? Isn't the President junping
on your bandwagon?

DEHAVEN
What he did was |ight the bandwago
on fire. Because he knows what |
know -- that Anerican famlies are
not prepared to put their daughter
in harnm s way.

JORDAN
You don't know t hat.

99.

The Senate

n

n

S
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DEHAVEN
In face, | do: Roper, Harris,
Gl lop -- they all come back the
sane.

JORDAN

What are you saying? That a wonen's
life is nore valuable than a nman's?
That a wonen's death hurts a famly
nor e?

DEHAVEN
|'"msaying it's not going to happen.
Not when the President is set to

turn this into a third-rail issue
should I choose to ever canpai gn
against him He will fry ne six

ways to Sunday for sendi ng daughters
and young nothers off to war --

and, quite possibly, for bringing

t hem back in body bags.

Jordan shakes her head in disbelief. She has net the
eneny -- and she is us.
JORDAN
You were never going to | et wonen
serve in conbat. You always had a
safety net. O thought you did.
DEHAVEN
Jordan. | don't expect you to
fully understand this -- but

sonetimes there's nore to be gai ned
fromthe fight than the victory.

JORDAN
So the rhetoric gets you headl i nes.
But the reality gets you in trouble.

DEHAVEN
The reality is this: W send far
too nany nen off to war. | don't
need to conpound the problemwth

wonen.
(off Jordan's
| ook)
Can you honestly tell ne you wanted
that |ife? Squat-pissing in sone
third-world jungle with --

JORDAN
| wanted the choice.
( MORE)
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JORDAN ( CONT' D)
The chance to prove nyself, ny
skills, my work, me. That's how
it shoul d' ve been.

DOORKEEPER
Madam Senat or, once again | nust --

DEHAVEN
Just hold the goddamm cl ock, Walter.

Not happy about it, the doorkeeper reaches into an al cove,
grabs a broom he keeps around for just these occasions.

He enters the chanber..
| NT. SENATE CHAMBER - CAPI TOL BLDG. - DAY

... and noves behind the rostrum Hol ding the broom by
the bristles, the doorkeeper stands on tip-toes...

And uses the broom handle to turn back the Senate cl ock
by three m nutes.

Senators GROAN. It's an old trick played by senior nenmbers --
and they all hate it when it happens to them

I NT. CLOAK ROOM - CAPI TOL BLDG - DAY

DEHAVEN
| once prom sed you a fast ticket,
Jordan, and | always neant to nmake
good on that. Conme work for ne.
| can always use a hard-charger on
ny team

JORDAN
You promi se Wckwire a fast ticket,
t00?

DEHAVEN
|"ve had no direct conmmunication
with himsince this whole thing
began. And that's quite verifiable.

JORDAN
|"msure it is.

DEHAVEN
You'll think about ny offer?
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JORDAN
You know, | wonder what the SecNav
woul d think about it. [If | spoke
with him

DEHAVEN
Vell, | spoke with M. Hayes this
norni ng nyself -- and told himthe
deal was off. No nore test cases.

He was only too happy to oblige.
(dangerously | ow)

Don't play politics with me, littl

darlin'. You' d be up way past

your bedti ne.

DOORKEEPER
(di straught)
Madam Senat or, pl ease...

DEHAVEN
"1l call you in a few days.

She flashes a winning smle and turns away.
doors start to close behind her:

The | ast
startl ed.

JORDAN
So | wonder what the President
woul d t hi nk

i mage we have of DeHaven is her wh
The DOORS BOOM CLOSED in her fac

EXT. C O'S HOUSE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE -

102.

e

As t he chanber

irling back,
e.

NI GHT

Through a wi ndow, we see the C. O wth a phone pressed to

hi s ear.
bat hr obe.

He stands at attention even thoug
Hal f - audi bl e t hrough the gl ass:

C O
Yes sir. No, |I'mnot saying it
woul d be i npossible, sir, just...
Yes sir. No sir. Yes sir. | can

appreciate that, sir. Good night,
sir.

INT. C O 'S HOUSE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE -

The C O

h wearing a

NI GHT

hangs up and | ooks to Jordan, heretofore unseen.

She wai ts anxi ously.
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C O
Well, if you had to go over ny
head, |ieutenant, that's the way
todoit. Christ, nothin' like a

0-200 call fromthe Conmmander and
Chief to get the bowels novin'.

JORDAN
Sir? Wat did he say?
C O
Basically -- he asked ne if | could

unring a bell.
EXT. GRINDER - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

START on the hel net graveyard. Hands enter FRAME to
reclaimone helnmet in particular. TILT UP on Jordan
back in the grinder, back in Navy greens.

The Spec-Recon class is here. Crewrates gawk |i ke stone
i diots as Jordan takes her old place in the |ine-up.

C O
(to cl ass)
One of you here understands better
t han anyone what this is all about.
Soneone who has engaged i n conduct
unbecon ng. Sonmeone who knows, |
woul d hope, what he nust now do.

CLOSE on Wckwire. Feeling the heat. W ndering if they
really know who it is. Nowthe C. O parks hinself right
in Wckwire's face.

C. O
And unl ess that soneone takes the
honorabl e way out in the next 10
seconds -- | will make certain he
faces action under the Uniform
Code of MIlitary Justice.

W ckwi re breaks rank and heads for the bell. He slows
when reachi ng Jordan, considering an apol ogy he knows
woul d be i nadequat e.

JORDAN
Just wal k away and never stop.

He does. As Wckwire R NGS OQUT
C. O

It seens we have an opening for
class officer. Any nom nations?
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Eyes swing to Jordan. Wiy ahead of them

C. O
All those in favor?

A CHORUS COF AYES. Jordan puddl es up.

C O
Chi ef Urgayle, turning it back
over to you.

On his way to the front, the Chief stops to check in with
Jor dan.

THE CHI EF
Vell, I"'mtrying to figure out if
you're stupid, unlucky, gluttonous --
or sonme new alloy of all three.

JORDAN

Good to see you again, too, sir.
THE CHI EF

Ckay, O Neil. So you've inpressed

all the others. Now try ne.
EXT. CORONADO BRI DGE - DAY

The norning sun is an orange ball bal anced on the Coronado
Bridge. In silhouette, pelicans circle, sone dive-bonbi ng
into the bay below. Suddenly a HELO HOALS across the

sun, scattering the birds as it heads off-shore.

I NT. HELO - DAY

THE CHI EF
(setting watch)
Four... three... two... one...
hack!

Fl ea, McCool, Slutnik, Cortez, Newberry, Jordan. Inside
t he airborne hel o, they synchroni ze their dive watches.

THE CHI EF
Fi nal assignnent! Each crew will
be dropped 12 mles out! Between

you and the shore is a network of
m nes and under wat er obst acl es!

You will clear the obstacles, you
wll tag the mnes with your crew
nunmber! You have until 18-hundred

to make | andfall!
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EXT. OCEAN - DAY
As the hel o swoops down onto the ocean deck.
| NT. HELO - DAY

The trai nees doubl e-check wet gear and survival vests.
On Jordan's nod, they push an inflatable |ife boat ("ILB")
to the helo door. It's rolled up into a rubber | og.

THE CHI EF
Renmenber! The one thing you can
count on in any mssion is that

anyt hing nechanical wll fail! |If
you get stuck out here, do not
call nme, for you will no | onger be

in nmy class! Try the Coast Cuard!

The HELO PILOT slows to five knots. The Chief gives Jordan
t he go- ahead nod.

JORDAN
(to her crew)
One-second interval s!  Gol

EXT. OCEAN - DAY

The I LB spl ashes down into the ocean. Jordan's crew hel o-
casts in after it.

From the door of the circling helo, the Chief watches
as. ..

Jordan's crew swins to the ILB, bobbing in the swells.

Flea turns a handle on the CO2 tank neant to inflate the
boat. Not hi ng happens.

FLEA
C nmon, c'non..

Cortez tries to help. The handle spins in his grip.

CORTEZ
This tank's not gonna cut it, el-
tee. Handle's stripped.

Jordan | ooks skyward. 100 feet overhead, the Chief gives
her a parting salute as the helo lifts away.

SLUTNI K
| just wonder how that happened.



Converted to PDF by wwv. screental k. org 106.

JORDAN
Cortez, see if you can dig out the
tools without |osing the rest of
out gear. Try a wench on that
t hi ng.

I NT. HELO - DAY

The helo turns into the norning sun. PILOT and CO PI LOT
drop visors.

PILOT"S POVv: O dots in the sun. Wat the hell are try?

SMACK! Somet hing hits the wi ndscreen, splattering red
and br own.

THE CHI EF
What happeni ng?!

Pl LOT
Fucki ng pelicans! Hang on!

He starts to bank clear -- but not fast enough.

EXT. HELO - DAY

More birds pepper-shot the helo: One SHREDS through the
mai n rotor, another through the tail rotor. Another bird
gets sucked right into..

The mai n turbine.

I NT. HELO - DAY

A SHARP BANG .. a WCKED SH MW... and now t hey whol e
hel o | oses power.

Pl LOT
Holy... LET'S GYRATE!

As the pilot westles controls, the co-pilot rigs for
auto-gyration. But the bank they started is working
agai nst them The helo is com ng down badly, circling
i ke a huge steel feather.

Braced, the Chief |ooks out the side door -- and sees
ocean rushing up at him Fast.

EXT. OCEAN - DAY

MCCOOL
What the shit is...

Jordan whirls. She's just intine to witness...
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The helo hitting the water. In seconds it's gone.

A stunned beat. W never knew the ocean could be this
qui et. Wen the anesthetic of shock wears off:

SLUTNI K
You don't suppose this is just
part of...

JORDAN

FLEA! KEEP YOUR EYES ON THAT SPOT!
Mark it, mark it! Cortez? Wat
the hell you waiting for?

Cortez torques his wench hard: CO2 flows into the ILB
inflating it. The crew scranbl es aboard. Jordan digs
like a dog to find a radio.

JORDAN
Base, this is Crew Leader Six. W
have a downed helo 12 m | es west-
south west of base with three
aboard. Repeat, we have a downed
helo with three aboard...

Slutni k yanks a starter cord: Their outboard MOTOR ROARS
to life. The boat does a donut in the water and bl asts
awnay.

CUT TO
EXT. OCEAN - DAY

The I LB powers over swells. Flea is perched on the bow,
nose to the wind lIike a hunting dog.

FLEA
CUT ITt CUT I T HERE!

Slutni k nbtors down.

FLEA
Close as | can get, el-tee!

JORDAN
Fl ea, 'Cool, Cortez, Newman --
take your mnis, hit the water.
Go, GO

They grab nasks and m ni-tanks and dive in |ike dol phins.
Jordan snaps up the radio.
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JORDAN
Base, this is Crew Leader Six.
What is your E.T.A on that rescue
hel 0? Over.

BASE (V.0)
Crew Leader, we have a Medevac
rerouting fromLong Beach, but no
ot her hel os prepped at this tinme.
Seaf ox One and Two are | aunching
now. Over.

A beat.
JORDAN
Base, don't think you copied ne.
W are 12 mles out. Seafox tops

out at 30 knots, which makes it a
no- show for 18 mn nutes. Over.

BASE (V.QO)
You copied right, Crew Leader
We're | ooking for options oursel ves.

SLUTNI K
Maybe we shoul d call the Coast
Guard.
JORDAN
Shut your hol e, Slutnik.
CUT TO
EXT. COCEAN - DAY
McCool surfaces.
MCCOOL
Visibility drops dead at 40 feet.
If they' re deeper than that...
The others surface and swi min.
CORTEZ
Nobody's conmin' outta that crash
el -tee. Nobody.
A grimbeat -- and then A CRACKLE on the radio. Wth a

voi ce seenmingly fromthe far side of the noon:

THE CH EF (V.QO)
Base, this is Basher One. |'ve
got a small problemhere. Do you
copy?
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Jaws drop.
JORDAN
(into radio)
Basher One, this is ONeil. W

are barely reading you. Wat is
your situation?

EXT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY
50 feet down, the helo lies canted on a reef shelf.
| NT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY

Wedged into a tortured maze of hydraulics and equi prment,
we find the Chief, operating out of an air-pocket near

t he wi ndscreen. The pilot is dead, inpaled on his cyclic
stick, head subnerged. The co-pilot is still alive,
barely. The Chief struggles to keep the nan's head up as
he keys a survival radio.

THE CHI EF
Got one ot her heartbeat here, | ooks
touch and go. |[|'ve got a

guesti onabl e | eg.
EXT. COCEAN - DAY

THE CHI EF (V.Q)
Managed to activate the ELB. |If
you just radio base and let them
know, they'll fix on that. Oh,
and nake sure they send a helo
wth a winch -- door's bl ocked by
a reef. Over.

JORDAN
Chief, sir -- rescue teamwn't be
here for 15 m nutes. Wat's your
air situation? Over.

THE CHI EF (V.Q)
Say agai n? How many m cks?

JORDAN
15, sir.

| NT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY
The Chief sizes up his air pocket.
THE CHI EF

(into radio)
That... may not be adequat e.
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EXT. OCEAN - DAY

EXT.

The Chief props up the co-pilot's head.
underwat er to grope through w eckage.

"questionabl e | eg”
m d-cal f, blood rivering out.

t hat

at

FLEA
If we could just fix on him.
MCCOCL
Beacon's a no-go for us.
JORDAN
(into radio)
Chief -- did |l see a flare box

aboard? And can you get at it?
Over.

CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY

EXT. OCEAN - DAY

THE CH EF (V. Q)
Got it.

JORDAN
(into radio)
Show us where you are, Chief.

EXT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY

Agai n the Chi ef goes bel ow wat er.
in the fusel age. ..

and pulls the trigger.

Wth a MAGNESI UM FLASH
EXT.

EXT.

UNDERWATER - DAY

streaks toward the surface..

CCEAN - DAY

FLEA
Si x o' clock! Marking, marking!

JORDAN
Spotted you, Chief. Pri One is to
slip you sonme air, so we're comn ng
down with a tank -- just sonething
until the A-team shows. Over.

he was tal ki ng about:

the flare | aunches. ..

110.

@ul ps air. Ducks
Only now do we see

It's snapped

He finds a small breach
sticks the flare | auncher through..

and arcs into daylight 50 yards behind the ILB.
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An om nous beat.

JORDAN
Chi ef ?

CH EF (V.Q)
O Neil... there's no air in your
mai n tanks.

MCCOOL

What ?

They scranble to check their main dive tanks. Even through
t he gauges show full, they' re dead enpty. Al of them

I NT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY

THE CHI EF
(into radio)
This m ssion wasn't about taggi ng
mnes. It was to see how you coped
with nechanical failures. Pretty
fuckin' ironic, huh?

He laughs. [It's the bl eakest | augh i magi nabl e.
EXT. COCEAN - DAY

SLUTNI K
He's circlin' the drain, el-tee.

Jordan surveys the equi pnent they do have aboard -- the
stuff she can count on. Mental turbos kicking in:

JORDAN
So we got two full m ni-tanks,
three m nutes each. 'Cool? How
much air in yours?

MCCOOL
Maybe hal f. Not even

JORDAN
Grab an oar, find a way to wei ght
it down, we're gonna need it.
Cortez, help him Flea? You take
one of the two full mnis -- and
just follow ny |ead.

CORTEZ
What, we're gonna pry 'emout with
paddl es?
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MCCOOL
(grabbi ng her)
O Neil. Qur air's gonna crap out
as soon as we get down there. You
know that, don't you?

JORDAN
So | guess we get one shot at it.

| NT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY

Swmmng in his own blood, the Chief starts to fade away,
| osi ng consci ousness. But then, through the cockpit

wi ndscr een. ..

A hazy orb of light above him The orb grows and grows
until it resolves into a flare carried by his woul d-be
savi or. Jordan.

THE CHI EF
Wiy'd it have to be her...

EXT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY

Reachi ng the downed Hel o, McCool and Cortez wedge their
oars under the fusel age and | everage hard until...

An openi ng appears.
Jordan and Flea swminto the breach..
| NT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY

and surface inside the weckage.

JORDAN
Chief, sir... still with ne?
CH EF
(unbuckl i ng co-
pil ot)
Take himfirst. Once he's clear,

cone back with --

JORDAN
Sir, let me suggest you stop giving
orders and start doi ng exactly
what | say, because that's the
only way we're all getting out of
here. Now how s your vest check
out? Still good?
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EXT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY

McCool 's air craps out. He abandons his oar and sw ns
for the surface. That |eaves only...

Cortez, struggling mghtily to keep the escape route open.

He knows his mni-tank is running on enpty -- and it scares
t he bej eezus out of him

I NT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY

JORDAN
Fl ea, take the pilot up slow feed
himair. Chief, sir, you and |
are gonna take the express el evator
outta here. Renenber to |et your
air out. Ready?

EXT. OCEAN - DAY

Twin transports -- Seafox One and Two -- pound across the
water. Instructors sweep binoculars, trying to spot...

The ILB. Newberry POPS A FLARE skyward as Sl utnik
DOWNLQADS | NFO over the radio.

EXT. CRASHED HELO - UNDERWATER - DAY

Cortez's air goes dead. He gives it three nore seconds,
eyes riveted on the underside of the helo, know ng they
have to cone out... right... fucking... absolutely..

NOW Jordan appears with the Chief. Flea is at their
heels with the co-pilot.

Cortez drops his oar as if it were radi oactive and sw ns
for the sky.

The HELO BOOMS back down onto the reef.

Jordan yanks the cord on the Chief's vest. It inflates
instantly. One armraised, Jordan streaks for the
surface. ..

EXT. COCEAN - DAY

and "Supermans” into daylight with the Chief. They
covered 50 feet in four seconds.

Doi ng a 360, Jordan spots..

Seaf ox One coning their way.
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Jordan waves |like a shipweck victim
Not sl ow ng, Seafox |owers a recovery rig into place:
They're wasting no tine on the pick-up.

Remenbering the last tine she tried this, Jordan gets a
death-grip on the Chief's vest.

THE CHI EF
(grow i ng)
O Neil..
JORDAN
Shut up, sir. |'mconcentrating.
The recovery | oop cones at her |like a big brass ring.

SEAFOX THUNDERS past. Jordan plunges her free armthrough
the | oop. ..

And suddenly they're gone, whi sked away by the boat.

Throwi ng a rooster tail a mle |ong, Seafox pivots on the
wat er and heads back to base.

MCCOOL
Hooooo00- yah!

NEVBERRY
Go, go, go, go!

SLUTNI K
Unh- huh!  That's right! Just Ilike
we al ways practice it!

DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. GUARD HOUSE - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Li nousi ne | eadi ng, a parade of vehicles reaches the base
entrance. A nman exits the linp to expedite matters with
t he BASE GUARD

DEHAVEN S Al DE
Senat or DeHaven is here for the
graduati on cerenoni es.

BASE GUARD
VWhat are all these other vehicles?

DEHAVEN S Al DE
Just a small press corps. Routine.
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BASE GUARD
And that pickup truck at the end?

DEHAVEN S Al DE
That? That would be the all-woman
Anerica' s Cup team

EXT. GRINDER - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

C O
(into m crophone)
Speci al Reconnai ssance Cl ass 118,
you may now stand down.

Al'l buffed and polished and wearing their dress whites,
the former trainees erupt with ONE GREAT HOO YAH. \What
began as a class of 100 now ends with just 40.

Sitting anong the famlies and friends we find Royce,
smling through his fears. Not far away sits Bl ondell.
No one cl aps | ouder.

Jordan trades high-fives and fierce hugs with crewmmtes.
Pyro finally manages to take her aside.

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
Li eutenant? | was asked to give
you this.

It's a small case. Jordan opens it to find a nedal of
bronze and bl ue enanel .

JORDAN
The Navy Cross...

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
| believe he earned it for saving
amn's |life in Saudi Arabia. He
wanted you to have it. He was
very cl ear on that point.

JORDAN
I was | ooking for himearlier,
but. ..

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
The Chief was granted early
retirement as of 17-hundred
yesterday. By 18-hundred he was
gone. Qut of the Navy.
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JORDAN
(knowi ng better)
Just a coi nci dence?

| NSTRUCTOR PYRO
Maybe it's not ny place to specul ate
on his private thoughts. But I

think the Chief knew that his way --
his world -- had come and gone.

Jordan nods, understandi ng.
CUT TO
EXT. GRINDER - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

DeHaven. She's holding a press conference, trying to

turn piss into wine -- and doing a pretty good job:
DEHAVEN
of course, we always prefer
peace to war. But if we're going

to war, give wonen a piece. Gve
themthe choice to defend their
country. And if the President

doesn't like that idea -- if he
wants to continue to deny wonen
their equal rights -- then I'll be

happy to step out back with him
any tinme, anywhere...

Jordan approaches. Spotting her, the PRESS PLEADS for a
phot o-op with both wonen.

DEHAVEN
Jordan? Jordan, dear...

Letting silence be the ultimte expression of scorn, Jordan
wal ks right past DeHaven...

And joins Royce. Together they turn and | eave.

C. O
Senator, perhaps this would be a
good tinme for that lunch. WII
the Anerica' s Cup team be joining
us?

EXT. BEACH - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

Jordan and Royce wal k hand in hand, strolling the sanme
beach she trained on.
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JORDAN
So here we are again. Staring
three years of operational duty in
t he face.

ROYCE
Look. It's not like you' d be
conpl etely out of reach. And maybe
we could call in a few favors, get
you stationed at Norfol k instead
of Coronado. There are ways of
dealing with these things -- |
nean, if people are so inclined.

JORDAN
(warily)
Wi ch is guy-speak for...
ROYCE
"Yes, Jordan -- 1I'Il wait for you

no matter how | ong."
Finally, the right answer.
EXT. AIR STATI ON - CORONADO NAVAL BASE - DAY

START TI GHT on Jordan's face. Even beneath the canoufl age
pai nt, we can see her exhilaration. PULL BACK to find

her in a line of commandos boarding an | DLI NG C- 130:

She' s enbarking on her first m ssion. KEEP PULLI NG BACK
until we've |ost her conpletely -- until she's just one
sol di er anong nany, indistinguishable fromthe rest.

FADE QUT.
THE END
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