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LOG LI NE

VWhen Derek Rivers returns hone for the funeral of his
chi |l dhood friend, he discovers there's nore to his past than
he realized.

BRI EF SYNOPSI S

Derek Rivers's dearest childhood friend was an ol d nan naned
Dunp. Though they'd | ost touch |ong ago, news of Dunp's
death brings Derek hone for the funeral. He quickly realizes
that not only was Dunp's death not an accident, but that
sone terrible secret lies at the heart of his nurder.
Uncovering the truth is painful -- and dangerous -- for
everyone. For sone -- it's deadly.

COMMVENTS SUMVARY

Mul ti-layered themes and characters, distinctive voices,
carefully plotted, evocative atnosphere, tense, satisfying,
cathartic -- it's difficult to believe the author is a "new
witer."
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SYNOPSI| S:

FLASHBACK 1974. Derek Rivers, age eight, plays in 50-year-
old Dunp Sanders' junk yard. His son, Curtis, flashes his
gol d-toot hed snmi | e as he bounds out of the house on his way
to visit his lover. Beautiful Lucille, bruised and bl oody,
speeds out of town. Curtis is shot through the head. Dunp is
beaten to within inches of his |ife. PRESENT DAY. Derek
reci eves news that Dunp died in a freak accident while
fixing a flat tire. He discovers on arriving in town that
he's not wel cone. Dunp's famly resents him Derek's nother
is afraid of sonmething. Derek asks what happened to Curtis.
H s nmother tells himnost fol ks think he drowned. Esther
tells himit was Derek's fault that Dunp was beaten

A deer hunt with the mayor and the | ocals ends when Derek is
shot at, and discovers the dead body of |awer Harvey
Taylor. Celia tells Derek that Dunp's death was no acci dent.
And Rodney is missing. Searching Dunp's house, Derek is
knocked over the head, and escapes just before soneone sets
t he house abl aze. Answers get even harder to find as
suspicions circle. He tells Celia he's not going to | eave it
al one, and she can help or he'll do it hinself. In a
makeshi ft basenment at Dunp's burned out hone, Derek

di scovers a "trophy" in a bottle. He renenbers Curtis

chiseling at bricks in the old well, and clinbs down. He
finds a bag with cash and a photo of a wonan, but before he
can clinmb out, the sheriff dunps cenent into the well. Derek

clinbs further down in an attenpt to escape, and di scovers a
skel eton - unm stakably Curtis - before finding his way to
the river. Celia discovers Rodney hiding in the cellar.
Rodney finds the bottle with the "trophy" init. It's a

t hunb. The sheriff's thunb. Rodney recogni zes the photo -
the mayor's wife. The woman Curtis was seeing. Celia is
their daughter. Celia confronts the mayor, |eaving hima
note: Muirderer.

Suddenly, Lucille (supposedly dead years before) shows up
with Derek's nother, at Esther's house pleading for help.
She had waited for Curtis, but he never joined her in LA
She had sent Celia to Esther because she couldn't take care
of her, and kept in touch through Derek's nother all these
years. The sheriff gathers a shooting party, and heads for
Greyrock with the intention of killing themall and clai m ng
a drug conspiracy. But Geyrock's young nen are ready and
wai ting. A showdown. Lucille faces off against the mayor,

t he husband who shot her lover. Pulls the trigger. Derek
deci des to conme hone for good.
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COMVENTS:

Conparing this piece to Eve's Bayou Ofr LA Confidential m ght
set up unfair expectations - but the conparison is not only
fair, it's accurate. | would add conparisons to Devil in a
Blue Dress, and Rosewood. The sense of hidden depths, buried
secrets, and underlying tensions creates a rich atnosphere
that draws us into the nystery, and colors the outcone with
meani ng and resonance.

The author's careful structure doles information to us in
bits and hints, alerting us to unspoken antagoni sns w t hout
hitting us over the head or sending up red flags. Lucille's
deat h was dropped so unobtrusively, | didn't even suspect it
was a lie. Every character is necessary. Every dial og
contains subtext. Every action is essential to the eventual
uncovering of the secret.

Personal outrage and deep friendship individuate and
intensify universal themes. This is no diatribe. Thenes are
brought honme on a personal basis. "A man only has one dream
anything else is what he settles for." "Absolute power .
makes you an asshole.™ "If you're going to ask questions, be
sure you want to hear the answers.”

Characterizations are well-rounded and conpel ling. The
characters speak with natural, believable voices, behave
with notivated actions, interact in dynam c ways, and nove
the plot forward.

The pace is fluid - slow ng down and speeding up with expert
control to a clinmax of quick cuts between opposing actions
that had nme biting ny lip in anticipation.

My only reservation: the title is sonewhat flat, and doesn't
reflect the depth or nmeaning within the story. Change the

|l ocale from G eyrock to Red Rock (so it's River to Red
Rock), or pull something else fromthe story for a nore
evocative title. Al in all, not much of a quibble, is it?

Excel | ent Good Fair Poor

Characteri zation X
Di al ogue X

Story Line X
Structure X
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